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PAR T I 
Introduction, Review or the Literature and Procedure 
Introduction 
The magnetic tape recorder is not new audio-visual equip-
ment for many elementary schools; yet too few administrators and 
teachers realize the potential of this machine as a teaching tool. 
Often it merely collects dust while the demand for the 
movie projector far outreaches its availability. There has been 
little published to date which encourages the use of the magnetic 
tape recorder. Audio-visual books devote only a few scant pages 
to this teaching device and comparatively few articles have 
appeared in the educational periodicals to motivate an interest. 
As Luce states, 11 ••• tape recording is not a substitute 
for good teaching but an important supplement that can 
greatly enrich the learning experiences of pupils. il. 1 
1 
r:L1 he purpose o:f this study was ( 1) to show in general terms 
present research on the use of tho tape recorder; (2) to summarille 
the results of a limited survey on the accessibility and use of 
the tape recorder by administrators and teachers; and (3) to 
suggest specific uses of the tape recorder for administrators and 
classroom teachers compiled from available research, present 
state and college tape library collections, information from 
various tape and recording equipment manufacturers, a survey of 
actual teachers' and administrators' uses that are unusual, as 
vvell as this vvriter's original uses which have not appeared else-
where. No attempt was made in this study to specify grade leveJs 
within the elementar~f school. 'l'his is left to the discretion of 
the reader who knows his group and their needs. Jl~an~r suggestions 
]/ Arnold E. Luce, 11Tapes for Teachingn, National !£lementary 
Principal, XXXVI,(September, 19)6), 230. 
Boston University 
School of Education 
Library ~ 
1 
• given would undoubtedly be material which could be adjusted to 
• 
• 
suit the age level of' any group in the elementary schoolo 
Wittich reminds us tb...a t 11 0ne less on administrators have 
long since learned is that the mere provision of' new or unf'a-
miliar teaching equipment does not guarantee that the equipment 
will be used well or wisely. 11 .2 
There are several thlngs that admlnlstrators can do to 
help teachers make better use of' the tape recorder in their 
classroom work. They can make it easy :for teachers to use new 
equipment. This involves makine; sure teachers learn the mechanics 
of operation, making sure machines are available for their use, 
and providing an adequate supply of tapes to use the equipment 
efficiently. Careful supervision of this equipment is needed 
too. As I\1uri writes, 11 The school systems in which there is 
regular inspection and repair of record-playing equipr;wnt seer 
to be in a snall c:inority. ".3 
Items in the preceding para_3;raph are essential for a 
good ta:)e :r;r ograr1 as t i1ey are for any a udi o-visua l pr o2~rar::. 
8regor7 sa7s t11at the tape recorder in education serves 
several needs: 
~/ 
]j 
Pupils must learn to write and be understood. They must 
learn to speak and be understood. They must learn to under-
stand the language as read and spoken. Also, it is 
especially important today that they have a knowledge of 
Walter A. W'ittich, 1'rrhe Tape Recorder Breaks Barriers, 
Repeats History, Saves Time and Teachers 1 Teaches Agriculture", 
The Nation's Schools, LVIII (October, 195b), 88. 
John T. Muri, 11Use of Recordings in High School English 
Classes 11 , English Journal, XLVI (January, 1957 ), 35 • 
2 
past and present events in order that they may be able to 
anticipate to some degree what ruture events will be. The 
tape recorder can be used in the classroom to help solve 
some or these problems. Certainly it will help tp make 
learning easier, more rapid and more enjoyable.".4 
The limits or the magnetic tape recorder reach as rar as 
. 
the •ngenuity or its users. Those who have experimented are 
most enthusiastic about this teaching tool. 
It is the hope or this writer that this inrormation will 
prove benericial to educators in the elementary school by helping 
to break the barrier or unwarranted neglect ror this teaching 
tool, by rurnishing some or the needed motivation ror the use or 
tape recording equipment, and by encouraging more individuals to 
experiment and discover other valuable uses or their own. 
Review or the Literature 
In this section, the writer has attempted to brierly com-
pile rrom available literature (1) the history and development 
or the tape recorder; (2) the mechanical operation or the machine; 
{3) some disadvantages and advantages to a tape program; C4) the 
ruture or tape in education; and {5) some or the more prevalent 
general uses or tape that may be round in schools today. 
The development of the tape recorder has been going on 
for the past sixty years. As Hodgson states: 
The rirst magnetic recorder won the grand prize at the 
Paris Exposition or 1900 for a Danish engineer named 
Vladimir Poulsen. Known at that time as the "Telegraphone 11 , 
it was the sensation or its day. It even gained a degree 
Gardiner E. Gregory, "The Magnetic Tape Recordern, Grade 
Teacher 1 i ;LXIX, 1 (September 1 1951 ) 1 109. 
3 
o~ popularity in the United States, with du Pont, for one, 
ordering twenty "Telegraphones" for its Wilmington o~~ice.l 
It wasn't until World war II, however, that the industry 
received its start in this country. John T. Mullin, a former 
telephone engineer, shipped back to America, piece by piece, two 
surplus German Magnetophons and after his discharge set about 
assembling them with his friend, Bill Palmer. They not only 
assembled them, but improved upon them. Palmer Films in San 
Francisco used them in 1946 for motion picture sound tracks. 
Bing Crosby also helped to further their ventures. 
At the same time, the Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing 
Company was busily developing improved recording tapes and as 
Hodgson says: 
The period from 1950-1952 was the era of major develop-
ment of the tape recorders ••• In this period tape recording 
progressed from being only a professional recording medium 
with non-professionals considering it an "interesting 
gimmick" into the standard recording medium for profession-
al, educational, business and home uses.2 
How this electronic device operates is best explained by 
Wittich and Schuller: 
When a tape recording is made, sound waves are picked up 
by a microphone and instantaneously converted into a series 
o~ varying electrical impulses. These impulses travel to a 
small magnet which touches a moving ribbon of metallic-
coated tape. This tape receives and retains magnetic im-
pressions of varying strength which correspond directly to 
the original impulses set up by the sound waves of voice or 
music ••• The invisible magnetic impressions excite the 
magnetic head and create electrical impulses which, after 
being suitably amplified, activate the loud-speaker 
ll Dick Hodgson and H. Jay Bullen, How to Use a Tape Recor~ 
{New York: Hasting House Publishers, 1957}, P• 8 
~/ Dick Hodgson and H. Jay Bullen, How to Use a Tape Recor~ 
(New York: Hasting House Publishers, 1957), P• 12 
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diaphragm to produce sound waves identical to those 
originally set up during the recording.3 
To operate a tape recorder, four controls are used 
(1) the on-off switch or button; (2) the volume switch or button 
(3) the record operation switch or button; and (4) the "play-
back" switch or button. On most recorders today, all of these 
are plainly labelled. According to Hodgson, "With tape, you 
turn on the recorder, pick up the microphone, and you're ready--
either to record yourself or someone else. ".4 
The fidelity or quality of the recording is of course 
dependent upon the servicing of the tape recorder. ttLike any 
other piece of machinery--your recorder needs to be kept clean 
and 'properly' lubricated, and after long use worn parts must 
be replaced. n5 
Since the tape recorder is a highly sensitive machine, 
the best fidelity recording will be achieved when it is done in 
a room with noise and other distractions kept to a minimum. 
Proper microphone placement is essential, too. 
It is hard to envision the lack of electronic and mechani-
cal devices today. Such devices have affected our way of life 
no matter where our home or what our circumstances. The schools 
have not been immune to the changing times either. 
2./ Walter Arno Wittich and Charles Francis Schuller, Audio-
Visual Materials-Their Nature and Use (New York:Harper&Bros. 
Publishers, 1953), p. 300. 
Dick Hodgson and H. Jay Bullen, How To Use A Tape Recorder 
(New York: Hasting House Publishers, 1957), p. 5 
Robert c. Snyder\ "Tape in Education", Hi-Fi Tape Recording 
VII, December, 19591, 17. 
For many years the tape recorder was considered a 
recreational device similar to the phonograph or record 
player •••• Today, however, manufacturers, educators and 
religious institutions have found the tape recorder to be 
a very versatile piece of sound recording equipment. I~ 
is no longer considered just a source of entertainment. 
And yet while this is true, the tape recorder for many 
schools is either non-existent or infrequently used. Few 
teachers and administrators have realized its value as a 
teaching tool. As Major Kramp writes: 
The acceptance of tape in the public school system has 
been very slow, School boards and teachers are cautious 
and conservative and reluctant to try new techniques. The 
exploitation of tape has, for the most part, been done by 
parochial schools while the public schools have sat back 
and viewed the experiments with suspicion.7 
Sister Mary Theresa Brentano, whose name is often cited 
as a reference, has been a true pioneer in the field of class-
room uses of the tape recorder in her work at Mount St.Scholastfua 
College in Atchison, Kansas. 
The reasons for this neglect of the tape recorder in the 
public schools according to research seem to be many. 
II 
One recorder per school is a pitifully small number for 
such a versatile machine, capable of covering so many 
subjects so well. In this, we think the administrators are 
going to have to move first. It would be easier and more 
productive to supply enough machines for all instead of 
attempting to convince the teachers that they must share 
them more. We rather imagine that it could be disheartening 
to a teacher to draw up a lesson program which8depended upon a recorder and then find it was not available. 
Teachin~ and Training with Tape Recorders (Chicago: Bell 
and Howell , p. 5 
Major Joseph J. Kramp, "Tape in Educationu, Hi-Fi Tape 
Recording, VI (August, 1959), 15 
Major Joseph J. Kramp, 11Tape in Education", Hi-Fi Tape 
Recording, VI (October, 1959), 17 
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This, of course, would lead the teacher into thinking 
twice whether all the work involved was worth the few minutes 
with the tape recorder, and might ultimately mean the use was 
eliminated from her program planning. 
The JIAarsha lls say that: 
When a tape recorder is regarded merely as a new gadget, 
the novelty soon wears off and the machine may be shelved. 
Novelty, of course, is a distinct advantage in inaugurating 
a tape recording program and in keeping it alive and alert. 
But if the recordist has not taken the trouble to make 
pleasing and informative recordings, no one will care to 
lis ten long. 9 
A simple remedy here for administrators is to make sure 
that teachers learn to use the equipment correctly. Larger 
school systems have Audio-Visual Departments which can be called 
upon to give instructions to the teachers for effective oper-
ation of the tape recorder as well as other audio-visual equip-
ment. Too often, these services are never requested and a 
versatile teaching tool is not utilized. 
Another reason tapes have not been widely used from the 
State and University Tape Libraries is that their existence has 
been little publicized. The small fee, which covers mailing 
costs, "might be banned by a tight school budget 11 .10 Teachers, 
who have no money appropriated to them for supplementary class-
room use, are hesitant about dipping into their own limited funds. 
Ordering tapes from brochures is not very satisfactory 
either for the teacher has no real way of knowing whether the 
.27 Robert and Mary Marshall, Your Tape Recorder, (New York: 
Greenberg Publisher, 1955), p. 12 
Ibid., p. 153 
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tape will be appropriate to her needs. The scanty descriptions 
of the tape tell little that will be informative to the teacher. 
So far, there has been little encouragement for her to 
make her own tapes. In this way, she would be assured that they 
are suited to her needs. This, however, takes time. 
Other problems which have undoubtedly had an influence 
on the slowly growing popularity of tapes in the elementary 
school are listed by Gibson: 
1. In large groups proper seating is necessary to facilitate 
hearing. 
2. The same pattern cannot be repeated day after day for it 
loses its interest. 
3. The necessity for repairing of machines may mean they 
are not available when wanted. 4. Stopping the machine too abruptly may break or tangle the 
tape. 
5. Copying material from one tape to another is a time 
consuming job. 
6. Tapes must be carefully labelled and stored away from 
heat and moisture. 
7. Locally done or individually done tapes are not 
polished.ll 
The foregoing may present a rather hopeless and gloomy 
picture to the reader who might be contemplating the use of the 
tape recorder in the elementary school. This writer would like 
here to assure the reader that the advantages of such a teaching 
tool far outweigh its short-comings. 
According to Mellenbruch, these are some of the 
advantages of the tape recorder: 
1. Makes teaching interesting 
2. Enables children to cultivate listening habits 
8 
(Mrs. ) Rodney E. Gibson, "The Tape Recordings Experiment 
is Expanded in Westside Junior and Senior High Schools, Omaha, 
Nebraskan, National Association Secondary Principals Bulletin 
XLIII (January~ 1959), 69. 
3. Makes for effective learning through self-analysis 4. Gives the teacher an opportunity to react to students 
individually 
5. Helps develop incentives for self-expression 
6. Motivates the student by improving his learning 
environment 
7. Makes it easier for the timid student to speak into 
a 11mike" 
8. 
9· 10. 
11. 
12. 
15. 
Provides a helpful medium for speech improvement 
Operates with ease 
Provides a satisfactory device for drills and exercises 
because materials are easily arranged 
A reel of tape may be erased and re-used an indefinite 
number of times 
The quality of sound compares favorably with that of 
commercial transcriptions 
Errors may be corrected without loss of time or tape 
Brings radio and television sound-track materials 
into the classroom at a time when they can be used most 
effectively 
Educational programs~ otherwise lost, may be preserved 
for future classes.l~ 
This would be added to the list of advantages for the use 
of the tape recorder by Kinder and McClusky, "longer tapes 
permit a full hour's program to be recorded without the 
necessity of stopping" .13 
Another distinct advantage of the tape recorder is that 
the tape can be rewound and played back immediately. 
Jennings states, uA device that generates an urge to 
learn has a twofold use: It eases the burden on the teacher, 
and it supplies that first vital reaction to study so necessary 
for the student. n .14 
12/ Julia Mellenbruch, The Tape Recorder in the Classroom 
(University of Texas:Visual Instruction Bureau, Division of 
Extension, January, 1959), pp. 2-3. 
11/ James s. Kinder and F. Dean McClusky, The Audio-Visual 
Reader(Dubuque, Iowa:wm. c. Brown Company, 1954), p. 128. 
lJi/ George Jennings, "Using Recorders in the Classroomu, 
The Nation's Schools, XLVI (December, 1950), 70. 
9 
The cost or teaching aids is or utmost importance to any 
school system. The Marshalls say: 
A three-dollar exchange in tape carries the equivalent 
in sound of a two-hour sound movie, whereas the movie might 
cost several hundred dollars. And the three-dollar inve~t­
ment in tape can be recovered in ten seconds by eraser.l~ 
While at first the tape recorder may be viewed as a 
gadget by teachers and children, it quickly becomes recognized 
as an instructional and educational tool with use. Weinstein 
suggests that "all recordings may be used in other classes. 
This exchange or information and activity ideas will prove 
popular with all teachers and pupils concerned, besides 
providing an economical addition to teaching materials.u.l6 
Gooden emphasizes: 
Success in using the magnetic recorder will be determined 
largely by the care with which the instructor plans his 
originality. Worthwhile objectives understood clearly by 
students will assist in establishing the pattern or responre 
and learning.l7 
The initial expense or a tape recorder which begins at 
about one hundred dollars becomes a nominal ree to the school 
system that puts this equipment into use. The ease or operatrrg 
this equipment makes it possible i'or eler(,cntE,r·y students ·::;o 
learn the simple mechanics. 
In July 1959, President Eisenhower met with his Science 
lS/ Robert and Mary Marshall, Your Tape Recorder (New York: 
Greenberg Publisher, 1955), p. 171. 
16/ Benjamin Weinstein, 11The Tape Recorder and You", 
The Instructor, LX (March, 1954), 107. 
17/ Herbert B. Gooden, "Magnetic Recorders in the Social 
Studies 11 , The Social Studies, XXXIX (October, 1948), 
250. 
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Advisory Committee. Tapes for educational use in schools we~e 
assured. As Major Kramp reports: 
The utility of magnetic tape in achieving the goals set 
by the Science Advisors cannot be questioned. The 
achievements of the relatively few educators who have been 
exploiting tape are well known. The results speak eloquent-
ly. Classes taught by tape have invariably scored much 
higher in achievement and retention than those taught by 
our nconventionalu archaic methods. The Science Adviso:J;?s 
recognize this and recommend the exploitation of tape.ld 
The present Missile Program of the country is utilizing 
tape to record statistical information. Tape is also being used 
to operate machines. 
It's on magnetic tape that the Social Security Adminis-
tration records our names and what each of us has paid in. 
It's on magnetic tape that the huge Bank of America will 
handle its depositors' accounts ••• Magnetic tape may 
revolutionize our libraries. It's not the books that will 
go on tape, but the catalogue. The aim is to help us 
find in our libraries all the information that is actually 
there.l9 
Any television viewer is probably aware of the latest 
video-tape that is now fast supplanting film and bringing shows 
and news reports into our homes as live as if the action were 
going on at the moment of our viewing. 
Perhaps the reader thinks these foregoing uses of tape 
are far afield from the classrooms in the elementary schools, 
but these are ways the tape recorder is being used today and 
again its future is only the limits of one's imagination. The 
education given to children in the elementary school will to 
18/ Major Joseph J. Kramp, "Tape in Education", Hi-Fi Tape 
Recording, VI (July, 1959), 13. 
l2f Langewiesche, Wolfgang, "Magnetic Tape; The Mind's New 
Tooln, The Reader's Digest, LXXV (October, 19.59), 226. 
11 
some degree place limitations on their potentials in later li~e. 
In this age o~ uncertainty and man's conquest into the unknown 
spaces, students must be prepared to meet these challenges. 
Educators must take advantage o~ all possible means to ~acili­
ta te learning. 
Grady says optimistically: 
Within the next ~ew years nearly all classrooms in the 
nation will be equipped with at least one tape player ••• 
Multi-room schools, in addition to tape players, will have 
a battery o~ tape recorders available ~or ~aculty requisi-
tion. And most teachers will own a tape recorder--because 
a tape recorder is certain to become as indispensable a 
pro~essional tool to instructors as the stethoscope has 
become an indispensable instrument to the physicians o~ 
today ••• Past developments clearly indicate such a trend.20 
Almost a century ago educators were squabbling over the 
installation o~ blackboards in classrooms and were hesitant to 
accept their importance. Today, a teacher would be lost with-
out a blackboard or chalkboard in her room. 11 Helped by the 
active interest and action o~ teachers, tape recording can soon 
be to the students' ears what blackboards have been to their 
eyes.u 21 
As acceptance o~ a new idea gains impetus, changes 
evolve. Alert administrators, who have accepted the tape 
recorder as a worthy teaching tool and encouraged their teachers 
to experiment with it, have also been encouraged by school 
boards budgetary support. 
20/ John J. Grady, "Tape Recorder Needed in Every Classroomu, 
The Nation's Schools, LX (October, 19.57), 9.5. 
~ The Tape Recorder in the Elementary Classroom A Handbook 
o~ Tested Uses (St. Paul Minnesota: Educational Service Dept. 
Magnetic Products Division, Minn. Mining & M~g. Co., 19.5.5 ), p.2 
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There's a challenge for administrators and teachers for 
the future. Grady emphasizes: 
Unless a student is able to express competence and 
intelligence through adequate speech he will face life with 
a handicap. This consideration alone should inspire 
favorable action for a systemic tape recorder installation 
in all of our new school structures. 22 
This in no way should infer that the teacher of tomorrow 
will be tape. 11The tape recorder is not a substitute for a 
teacher. u23 It should be used only when it enables the teacher to 
do something better than could be done without the aid of a tape 
13 
recorder. Each use should be able to be justified as an important 
use; otherwise the effectiveness of the teaching tool will be 1os~ 
Educators tell us the only evidence of learning is a 
change in behavior. The sole reason for using audio-visual 
aids, then, is to help create, sustain and make permanent 
desired behavior patterns. Tape recordings have no inherent 
magic with which to do this. They will never supplant the 
warmth and liveliness of a good instructor. The tape 
recorder is not a teacher; it is a teaching and learning 
aid. As such, it is beneficial to both teacher and student.24 
Most literature on the tape recorder speaks of the uses 
of this teaching aid in general terms. Some of these general 
uses found follow here. 
The tape recorder has probably earned its merit as a 
teaching tool in the area of evaluation. Any part of the school 
day can be taped for self-evaluation or evaluation by a group. 
22/ John J. Grady, "Tape Recorder Needed in Every Classroomn 
The Nation's Schools, LX (October, 1957), 96. 
23/ The Tape Recorder in the Elementar Classroom A Handbook 
Of Tested Uses St. Paul, Minnesota: Educational Service 
Department, Magnetic Products Division, Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Company, 1955), p. 1. 
l.'!?l£., p. 2. 
The criteria ~or using magnetic recorders in the class-
room are those which apply to group instruction in problem 
solving, developing o~ attitudes, appreciations, critical 
judgement, suspended judgement, and creative pupil response. 
Important correlations with other subject matter and li~e 
situations must not be ignored. Critical evaluation o~ 
current a~~airs and documentary radio broadcasts must be 
insisted upon i~ the magnetic recorde~~ are to be most 
e~~ectively used as teaching devices. ~ 
The use of tape recorders ~or speech correction problems 
has also been widely publicized. This again becomes an 
evaluative process. 
"In any areas of the curriculum where children perform 
orally the recorder has use 11 --reading, language, therapy, 
guidance, music, science, social studies, choral speaking, 
assembly programs and all kinds of drill work. 26 The children 
can hear themselves and work ~or improvement. 
The finished product can be used for demonstrations of 
the children's work and for further teaching to subsequent 
classes. Often a class hearing a performance prepared by 
another class will strive to do a better job, and thus
2
the 
tape becomes a tool for improving the quality of work. 7 
The recording of significant radio and television 
programs, dramatical as well as musical, for use in classrooms 
at an appropriate time is fast being recognized as an important 
place ~or the tape recorder. 
Interviewing members of the community ~or local histori-
cal ~acts or information on their specific pro~essions is being 
25/ Herbert B. Gooden, "Magnetic Recorders in the Social 
Studies", The Social Studies, XXXIX (October, 1948), 2_50. 
26/ Leonie Brandon, 11Teaching With Tapes 11 , The Grade Teacher 
-- LXXV (June, 1958), 40. 
gz/ Ibid., p. 40 
found to be a valuable approach. 
"The development of documentary recordings by students 
following the pattern set by some broadcasting systems offers 
valuable creative experiences for them based upon careful and 
direct research.u28 
The latest publicized success for the tape recorder has 
been in the field of foreign language, a phase of the curriculum 
that is rapidly taking hold in the elementary schools throughout 
the country. 
Byrnes says, "The uses o.f tape recording that are 
currently being made may be classified under the broad areas 
of Creative, Corrective, and Recall.''29 
The role of the administrator in the public school 
becomes one o.f promoting a continuous program of teacher 
education to get proper and efficient use of this audio-visual 
aid, of helping teachers become acquainted with producers and 
distributors of tape materials and o.f encouraging ingenious and 
worthwhile tape techniques for use in their classroom work. 
Procedure 
The purpose of this study was to compile as many di.fferent 
administrative and teacher-pupil uses of the tape recorder in the 
elementary school as this investigator was able to locate through 
research and a limited survey. 
28/ Herbert B. Gooden, "Magnetic Recorders in the Social 
Studies", The Social Studies, XXXIX (October, 1948), p. 250. 
29/ Arthur F. Byrnes, "Getting the Most From Your Tape 
Recorder", The Instructor, LXII (January, 1953), 62. 
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Early in September, :Mr. Eugene M. Hirshberg of Tape and 
Music, Inc., 1026 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, was interviewed. 
It was hoped that Mr. Hirshberg, being in the tape business, 
might have some specific information which would be helpful. 
He was extremely interested in this project and felt there was 
a definite need for suggestions on specific tape recorder uses 
in the schools. During the interview, this investigator was 
introduced to Ili-Fi Tape Recording, a monthly magazine contain-
ing an article called nTape in Education", to pamphlets from 
tape manufacturers, and given several names to contact for 
possible assistance. 
Individual letters were sent requesting information on 
specific uses of the tape recorder in the elementary school from 
manufacturers of tape and tape recorders whose advertisements 
appeared in Hi-Fi Tape Recording, from Major Joseph J. Kramp, 
the author of the monthly column, "Tape in Education", and from 
several other sources. A complete listing may be found in 
Appendix A of this study. 
A visit to the Newton office of the Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Company to inquire about a revision of their 
pamphlet, The Tape Recorder in the Elementarl Classroom--A Hand-
book of Tested Uses or other similar publications did not yield 
any further information. 
After making several plans which were discarded, it was 
finally decided to ask in a letter only two questions of the 
elementary supervisors in the state. They were as follows: 
16 
1. How many tape recorders do you have in your building(s)? 
2. Do you know of any teachers who are making unusual uses 
of the tape recorder? Please list their names and 
addresses. 
Forty-nine such letters were sent to elementary super-
visors and twenty were returned with information. In all twenty 
systems, tape recorders were available for teacher use. From 
the twenty replies, a list of twenty-eight administrators' and 
teachers' addresses were returned for further follow-up. A 
letter was then sent to these teachers and administrators 
requesting their uses of the tape recorder. 
When only eleven responses were returned, a second letter 
was sent to those who had not answered. There were ten more 
responses from the second request for information. This made a 
total of twenty-one returns out of a possible twenty-eight. 
However, none of the information gathered through the limited 
survey reported any unusual uses being made of the tape recorder. 
The areas of reading, speech, foreign language, creative stories 
and poems, preparing for assembly programs and social studies 
reports were those most frequently mentioned. All of these uses 
were clearly stated in The Tape Recorder in the Elementary Class-
room--AHandbook of Tested Uses and therefore could not be 
considered as unusual. 
It is this investigator's opinion that there is little 
being done in the elementary school to experiment with tape 
recorder usages. 
The letter to Major Kramp of the Hi-Fi--Recording remained 
17 
unanswered until the January, 1960, issuel of that magazine when 
it was announced that both the February and March issues would 
devote their ttTape in Education" articles to tape recorder usages. 
Major Kramp is no longer with the magazine and has been replaced 
by Mr. Robert C. Snyder. 
In the February, 1960, issue2 Mr. Snyder discussed mostly 
the advantages of the tape recorder in the elementary classroom 
and mentioned only broad areas for its application. This was 
repetitious of other source materials found and did not give 
any real specific uses. 
Mr. Snyder continued in the March, 1960, issue of' Hi-Fi 
Recording,3 11 Tape in Educationn, to give two major uses of the 
tape recorder. The f'irst was f'or the teacher to make recordings 
of' her work with the class. These play-backs could be used for 
self'-analysis and improvement of her own teaching procedures and 
techniques. The second was to record the children's oral reports 
for an analytical teaching lesson to improve their recitations. 
He gave suggestions as to how this could be accomplished with-
out of'fending or embarrassing the child whose report was being 
analyzed by the group. 
Mr. Snyder concluded his article by saying that f'or the 
greatest benef'its it will be necessary for each teacher to have 
1/ Robert c. Snyder, "Tape in Education1', !ii-Fi Tape 
Recording VII (January, 1960), 13. 
2/ Robert c. Snyder, 11Tape in Education", Hi-Fi Tape 
Recording VII (February, 1960), 13. 
'}./ Robert c. Snyder, 11Tape in Educati onn, Hi-Fi Tape 
Recording VII (March, 1960)' 15. 
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her own tape recorder purchased by the school or by individual 
investment. This will assure that the equipment will be readily 
available, in school or out, at a time when it can be or the 
greatest use. 
The material in this article was more specific but, again, 
did not give or suggest any unusual uses. 
The final step in procedure for this study was to solicit 
help from an Administration Class at Boston University. In this 
class, a "brainstorming" technique was tried. As the class mem-
bers thought of ideas for specific uses of the tape recorder, 
notes were taken. There were five ideas suggested by the class 
that were new and these were incorporated into this study. 
The following sources were found most beneficial in com-
piling specific uses of the tape recorder. They are listed here 
for the reader's convenience. (See Bibliography for complete 
reference) 
Hodgson 
Marshall 
"Tape in Education" 
Bell and Howell 
Magnecord 
Mellenbrush 
Minnesota l'l'lining and 
Manufacturing Company 
Radio Corporation of 
America 
How to Use a Tape Recorder 
Your Tape Recorder 
Hi-Fi Tape Recording 
Teaching and Training with Tape 
Recorders 
207 Ways to Use a Tape Recorder 
The Tape Recorder in the Classroom 
The Tape Recorder in the E~ementary 
Classroom~A Handbook of Tested Uses 
R.C.A. Victor Tape Recorders Another 
Blackboard On Tape-A Remarkable 
Educational Aid 
The second part or this study which follows has listed 
the specific administrative and teacher-pupil uses or the tape 
recorder. It is a compilation of available data and the origmal 
ideas or this investigator which have not appeared elsewhere. 
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P A R T I I 
Administrative Uses of the Tape Recorder in the Elementary 
School 
Teacher-Pupil Uses of the Tape Recorder in the Elementary 
School 
PART II 
Specific Uses of the Tape Recorder 
Part II of this study has been divided into Administrative 
Uses of the Tape Recorder in the Elementary School and Teacher-
Pupil Uses of the Tape Recorder in the Elementary School. This 
is a compilation of all available data found in literature, a 
limited survey, and this writer's own original ideas which have 
not appeared elsewhere. The material is arranged in alphabeti-
cal order for the reader's convenience. No attempt has been 
made to specify grade levels for these specific uses. This has 
been left to the discretion of the reader. 
A good tape program need not use a recorder in all these 
suggested areas. As Gjerde and Lattin state: 
It must be remembered that recordings, like other instru~ 
tional materials, will not do the job alone. The teacher 
is of paramount importance in determining the success of 
teaching. He will introduce recordings to his pupils when 
there is a need for them and when they bring understanding 
and vitality to his teaching. If he uses these aids Wisely 
and carefully, the pupils' learning will be enriched and his 
teaching will be a more rewarding experience.l 
Leslie, however, gives a word of caution when he says: 
As a matter of legality and of professional ethics, 
teachers who are working with copyrighted material, and who 
intend to use that material verbatim, should request permis-
sion to do so from the author or publisher of the material. 
A letter stating exactly the materials desired for use 
and the manner in which it is to be used will usually bring 
immediate permission.2 
1/ Waldemar Gjerde and Richard Lattin, "Classroom Use of 
Educational Recordings", Education, LJL"CVII(January,l957) 274. 
2/ Louis A. Leslie, Tape Recordin in Business Education 
(St. Paul: ~:linnes ota Mining and Manufacturing Company, 19 3 )p • .5, 
The Tape Recorder in the Elementary Classroom-A Handbook 
o~ Tested Uses was the most complete source ~or speci~ic uses; 
there~ore, all material taken ~om that source will be asterisked 
by the title and the page re~erence given at the end o~ the 
parasraph ~or the reader's convenience. All other sources ~or 
speci~ic uses have been acknowledged a~ter the paragraphs by the 
re~erence number o~ the book, periodical or pamphlet as it 
appears in the bibliography. Uses that have no re~erence given 
are this writer's original ideas. 
Administrative Uses of the Tape Recorder 
in the Elementary School 
ACCIDEHTS: Uni'ortunately as hard as administrators and teachers 
try to avoid them, accidents do happen in the school build-
ing and on the school grounds. In serious accidents, tape 
recorded eye-witness accounts may be very valuable testimony 
for a school administrator. Vfuile this recording may not be 
considered eligible as evidence in court, it will stand 
against any future claims or counterclaims. These descrip-
tions may also help in locating reluctant witnesses later.l 
( 2:44 and 6: 16 5 ) 
ANNOUNCE1\~ENTS There are times in the elementary school when tte 
1/ 
principal has to make certain announcements to the children. 
The:se are sometimes mimeographed and sent to the teachers to 
read to the children or are given orally at a special 
assembly. To avoid oversight on the part of the teacher or 
repetition on the part of the principal, important announce-
ments could be taped and absent students and teachers can 
listen to the recording in the office upon their return to 
school. In thls way, they are certain to get the exact same 
message. (26:81) 
This material was adapted from two sources. {See Biblio-
graphy) 2:L~ refers to Hodgson and Bullen. How To Use A Tape 
Recorder, page l.ili and 6:165 refers to Marshall, Your Tape 
Recorder, page i65. All references for adaptations and para-
phrasing will appear in this same manner throughout this 
part of the study. The reader will note that sometimes one 
reference is made: other times there will be several where 
material has been combined. 
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APPLICANTS It may save a considerable amount of time to adminis-
trators screening applicantS'; for positions if, with the 
qualificationsand usual photograph, they request a three-
minute tape recording on any subject of interest to the 
applicant. (6:177) 
CAFETERIA PROBLEMS* The cafeteria problems of the administrator 
may be somewhat lessened if a tape recorder is used during 
lunch hours to play music or other specially taped programs. 
For more about this matter, refer to TEACHER-PUPIL USES ••• 
:MUSIC: CAFETERIA later in this study. (p. 23 )2 
DICTATION The burden of clerical work can be lessened for the 
administrator who uses a tape recorder for dictation pur-
poses. Regular dictaphones are not usually found as part of 
school office equipment. The tape recorder can serve in the 
same capacity, however. Memos, notes, letters, reports, etc. 
can all be recorded on tape for use when time permits or for 
use by the office secretary if there is one. (69:unpaged) 
DISCIPLINE* Frequently disciplinary action is needed from the 
school office in extreme cases. Numerous school absences 
may be a matter for the principal and the child to discuss. 
A tape recording should be made of the child's explanations 
(p.23) refers to page 23 in The Tape Recorder in the 
Elementary Classroom-A Handbook of Tested Uses. All refer-
ences to this source will appear in the same manner. 
and excuses. When played back ~or him to hear, he senses 
his own inadequacies and usually tries to avoid the o~~ice 
in the ~uture. Other discipline problems such as ~ights, 
quarrels, and arguments can also be e~~ectively handled in 
this way too. (p.43) 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION School administrators may record emer-
gency i~ormation. If care~ully labelled, it can be used 
in event someone else has to step in and handle a situation 
in their absence. (6:170) 
EXC RANGE TAPES It is often hard to get unity in a large school 
or among schools in the same district. I~ special programs 
are recorded on the tape recorder, they may be sent to other 
classrooms or to another school. This helps ~ill the gap 
and also gives performers and listeners a thrill. (16:7) 
Administrators, themselves, can exchange ideas in this 
same manner. Thoughts have a way of escaping us when we are 
co~ronted with a busy schedule or a way of losing their 
clarity when written. If they are taped while 11 in the mood" 
they can be passed along to others to develop. (2:23) 
Exchanging teaching tapes with smaller schools in rural 
areas will help to equalize the learning opportunities o~ 
students throughout a system or the state. (72:20) 
FACULTY MEETINGS The minutes o~ important ~aculty meetings are 
easily recorded ~or absentees, evaluation purposes, or to 
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summarize the meeting ror a written bulletin. Special and 
signiricant reports may be kept on tape to avoid any later 
misunderstandings. Taping starr meetings or parts or them 
may also be a valuable aid to the principal in planning 
starr meetings ror another year.(9:5; 68:5; and 69:unpaged) 
The raculty may be working on certain projects which 
warrant a meeting, but the principal has other obligations 
ror that particular time. Rather than cancel a meeting, he 
could tape record his ideas or suggestions ror the starr to 
use. These could be heard at the beginning or the meeting 
and the raculty could continue their work. (Admin. Class) 
A tape recording could then be made or the meeting ror 
the principal to listen to at his convenience. In this way 
he could be just as iDrormed as though he had been able to 
attend. 
It may become necessary ror the pPincipal to get as 
many ideas rrom his raculty on a given topic as is possible. 
He may use what is called a ubrainstormingtt technique to 
accomplish this. Since these ideas are important and they 
come rrom the raculty very quickly, it would be impossible 
ror anyone to take notes. The tape recorder could be the 
secretary at such a meeting. On a play-back, the principal 
can sort out those ideas which seem most logical and work-
able. He will recognize voices rrom the recording and be 
able to contact these people ror rurther rollow-up ir it is 
necessary. 
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FUND RAISING OR DRIVES~<- Schools frequently become involved in 
all sorts of drives or community fund raising projects--
such as the Red Cross, Community Chest, school savings 
program, scrap paper collections and old clothes drives. 
Recorded messages and pep talks, played at assemblies or in 
each individual classroom, will help to arouse interest and 
assure the success of these programs. (p.42) 
GUIDANCE In schools where guidance departments are non-existan~ 
the job becomes one for the teacher and principal to help 
the child as much as they can. Tape recorded interviews 
with the child can be carefully analyzed by both the teacher 
and the principal in a play-back situation. Significant 
phrases and sentences may be pin pointed. It will help them 
give direction and emphasis where it is needed. The record-
ing should be made without the child's knowledge. In this 
way the discussions will be carried on in a friendly atmos-
phere and the child won't become upset by written notes 
being made during the interview. If the situation clearly 
becomes one requiring professional help, these recordings 
will be of value to the pyschiatrist in understanding the 
child. (11:229; 19:140; and 62:209-11) 
GUIDES Tape recordings on 11 endless loops 11 of tape make excel-
lent guides on visitors days. A recorder placed in the hall 
by the door can welcome the visitors and give them directions 
to the auditorium or to the individual classrooms. Another 
recording can play on their way out which thanks them ror 
coming to visit at school. (69:unpaged) 
IN-SERVICE PROGRAMS: 
AUTHORITIES There are already available on tape ror school 
use many interesting talks and discussions by proressional 
people in the educational rield. Small towns rrequently 
lose out on hearing such speakers for there is not the 
rinancial backing in the town to enable such a person to 
personally talk to the group. This need no longer be true. 
Consult your State Department, State University or the 
National Education Association, Audio-Visual Instruction 
Department ror their catalogues. Such tape recordings can 
be the basis ror much information and learning in an 
in-service program. Take advantage or them. They may have 
just the one to help you solve your school problems. (6:166; 
14:62; and 69:unpaged) 
Another valuable way to bring back to your school 
accurate, interesting and helprul inrormation is to tape 
record some or the speeches at conrerences and conventions. 
A principal need not wish his whole starr could hear the 
speeches. He can now make sure they share the experiences 
with him by taking them back on tape. (23:29; 69:unpaged and 
72:20) 
There are occasionally on radio and television educa-
tional programs which ir recorded can also be used at 
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teachers' meetings ror group discussion and analysis or 
contemporary problems. 
These tapes will not only be or interest to teachers, 
but the P.T.A. and its study groups will rind them helprul 
too. 
CURRICULUM STUDY The curriculum or many schools is con-
stantly under revision or study. The work involved is 
tremendous and much or the research rindings are quickly 
rorgotten. The tape recorder could preserve some or the 
committee reports on various phases or the curriculum and 
curriculum summarizing sessions could also be tape recorded. 
(Admin. Class) 
Such inrormation could be rererred to at a later date 
It might also prove to be very worthwhile in a school board 
meeting or in discussions with the superintendent about new 
approaches to curriculum in the system. 
EXPERIMENTS Curriculum studies are constantly being made 
in the elementary school and in some cases teachers are 
eager to try new ideas and techniques in their work. Ir 
experimentation is going on in your building, why not make 
a tape recording or the activity in the classroom? The 
recording can be played at a starr meeting ror critical 
evaluation. Ir the experiment seems to be having good 
results, this would be a way or encouraging others to share 
the ~arne idea or make their own adaptations. (72:20) 
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NEW TEACHERS A good in-service program ror new inexperi-
enced teachers especially would be to have them tape record 
their teaching during a class activity. On play-back they 
can evaluate their errectiveness in reaching the level or 
the children, putting their points across to them and their 
own enunciation, pronunciation, tone, etc. Such a tape 
could be discussed with the principal as part of a supervi-
sory conference. The tape will eliminate the chances of 
misunderstanding or misinterpretation. 
Another userul way the tape recorder may be used with 
new teachers is in preparing for parent conferences. Parent 
conferences sound very rrightening to a new teacher who does 
not feel very secure herself. By recording an actual parent 
conrerence in your school or, if prererred, having two 
teachers role play, new teachers can hear how good rapport 
is established, hear good techniques of drawing out the 
parent and hear a good report. The conrerence may even be 
followed up on the tape by recording the written report that 
was the outcome of the conrerence ror the child's cumulative 
folder. A tape of this nature can mean more than any of the 
pamphlets or books read on the subject. It is essential, 
however, in using this technique that the conference be a 
good one. 
Later other conrerences could be taped for evaluation 
and discussion purposes by the staff. Through listening to 
them on play-back, the starr is helped to recognize 
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weaknesses and spot areas for improvement. This will help 
them to better their own conference techniques another time. 
TAPED CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES Taping classroom activities 
can be very useful in discussions and evaluations of the 
school program. Presentations, voices, discipline problems, 
teaching techniques and teacher preparation can all be 
critically analyzed in the group. The staff can share their 
ideas and pool their knowledge. The playing of such tapes 
may lead to further study and research on "foggyu points. 
This type of in-service program will add interest and 
enthusiasm to meetings, will furnish specific help to 
teachers in the areas where it is needed and will help them 
grow professionally. 
TAPE WORKSHOP Kent State (Ohio) University has developed 
a filmstrip with sound on tape entitled "Tips on Tapeu. It 
is fifteen minutes in length and made for the specii'ic 
purpose of acquainting teachers with the value of tape and 
tape recorders in the classroom. (34:26) 
Another demonstration tape available for grade teachers 
may be obtained from the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing 
Company. A manual accompanies this tape recording with 
suggestions for the meeting. 
It may be possible for your school to borrow some tape 
recorders for your workshop. After seeing the filmstrips 
28 
and listening to the tapes, the teachers can break up into 
groups to learn how to splice tapes, erase, operate the 
machine or experiment with their own sound effects. Each 
group could demonstrate their learnings briefly for the 
rest of the group. While they are enjoying their refresh-
ments, have one tape recorder recording the chit chat. This 
can be played back for them before adjourning. Chances are, 
from that moment on, the tape recorder in your school won't 
have time to collect dust. C55:36) 
NOISE LEVELS Noise levels in the halls, office, classrooms and 
cafeteria may easily be checked on the tape recorder. The 
play-back at an assembly, council meeting or in each class 
will help the students decide on how the confusion and noise 
can be reduced. It becomes a real school problem to them 
and not just an idle reminder from the teachers. (23:30 and 
69:unpaged) 
Perhaps your school is bothered by outside noises. A 
tape recording made of the noise nuisances is excellent 
evidence when accompanied by a request for local correction. 
Factories and other plants are not fully aware of the noise 
the:T create any more than children are fully aware of the 
noise in school. A recording gives a real picture of the 
situation as it exists and more positive action is assured. 
(69 :unpaged) 
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ORIEtlTATION PROGRAM vVhen a teacher accepts a position in a new 
school, she is often swamped and overcome by all the infor-
mation, talks, lectures and papers passed out to her. 
Personal contacts with the new staff are most important from 
an administrative point of view as well as from the teacher's 
point of view; however, there is some information which 
could be taped by the principal for the new teacher to use 
at her convenience. In this way, everything need not come 
at once so it is confusing to her. These tapes could be 
used from year to year thus insuring that each new teacher 
hears the same information. Some of the town's history and 
growth, the school's expansion and explanation of policies 
could be taped. Special school programs that have become 
tradition could be taped to give the new teacher a feeling 
of belonging\and an idea of what lies ahead. Listening to 
these tapes will help her become familiar with tape equip-
ment usage should it be a new medium for her. She will be 
encouraged to get the tttape habitu in schools where there 
are tape libraries and active tape programs. (2:73) 
PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS.;:- Most schools today have a Parent-
Teacher Association. Some of the groups are more active 
than others. Frequently, administrators are asked to speak 
about ~urriculum and policies at these meetings. The use of 
recordings actually taped in a classroom during an activity 
will add more interest and meaning to a speech. After the 
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group has listened to the recording, questions may be 
answered, points clarified and emphasized. School activities 
seem more real when brought to parents in this manner. The 
recording may be amplified through the P. A. system for all 
to hear. It is far more satisfactbry than having children 
present for demonstrations. Planning to l~ve tape nights 
at P.T.A. also increases the parents' interest in this teach-
ing tool and leads to their support of more recorders in the 
school. (p. 42) 
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PLANS FOR A SUCCESSFUL TAPE PROGR.AM-:1- If a school is to have a 
successful tape program, arrangements must be made cooperative-
ly by the administrator and teachers for the use of tape 
equipment; especially where the equipment has to be shared 
by many in the building. Inspection and repair of the 
equipment will be necessary as well as an adequate supply of 
tapes made available to the teachers for their use. 
It might be well to work out a blocked weekly chart 
showing the days and hours. A teacher signs for the equip-
ment, when she wants to use it, by filling in her name in 
the proper block. As the teachers start to make more use of 
the equipment, it may be necessary to put in an order for 
additional equipment. In the meantime, a tighter schedule 
would have to be maintained in fairness to everyone wishing 
to use it. (p. 50) 
PREPARING FOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS Schools frequently have special 
programs that involve teachers as well as children. Some of 
these events might be an Open House, a large meeting, a Cake 
Sale, a Talent Show, a Book Fair or a Science Fair. When 
such an event has taken place in your school, have the chair-
man make a short tape recording telling step-by-step what 
was done to prepare for it. Such special programs have a 
way of rotating in many schools and the last chairman may no 
longer be in the school system to answer questions or lend 
a helping hand. The tape recording can be very helpful to 
another chairman in another year. If the special program is 
new to the school, these past programs, if listened to, can 
set the stage for procedure and new planning. (2:60) 
PUBLIC RELATIONS Many uses of the tape recorder in the ele-
mentary school will serve well as public relations programs 
for P.T.A. 1 s, study groups, civic groups and other organi-
zations. These tapes when accompanied by pictures of the 
school program will tell the st~y of your school much more 
completely and interestingly than ever before. 
Pictures showing the school plant, transportation 
problems, health and guidance services, remedial classes 
and actual classroom procedures will prove highly successful 
at school meetings when.a taped commentary is used with 
them. Graphs and charts may be used also to show declines, 
enrollments, attendance problems and trends. 
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Vmen school plant additions and equipment are needed, 
pictures and tape recordings can bring the discussion into 
direct rocus. 
School news ror local radio broadcast may also be taped. 
This will assure an exact copy. Emphases will be where they 
belong and nothing will be deleted or added. 
When interviewing prospective teachers out or state, 
tape recordings or tapes and pictures will make the situation 
more real ror them. 
When speaking in another community, tape recordings or 
tape and pictures can emphasize parts or your speech ror 
your audience. (2:60; 4:244; 54:83; 60:478; and 72:18) 
PUBLIC SPEAKING The tape recorder will prove very errective in 
helping an administrator prepare ror a public speaking 
engagement. The speech can be taped. Delivery, grammar, 
clarity and points or emphasis may all be edited on play-
back. The rinal speech will be much more polished arter 
your own critical analysis as an audience. Memorization, 
ir it is required, will be made easier by playing a tape 
recording over and over again with the speech perrected as 
as you want the audience to hear it. 
Preparations ror panels, debates or rorums may be made 
in this same way. (69:unpaged and 72:6) 
RECORDS AliD REPORTS: Tape recordings may be temporary, semi-
permanent or permanent depending on their use. Some 
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references are suggesting the use of the tape recorder for 
individual student records--that is anecdotal records and 
case histories. Each child has an individual tape on which 
he records conversations, interests, hobbies, likes and 
dislikes, ambitions, reading and other subject matter in the 
curriculum periodically during the school year. At the end 
of the school year, it stands as a record of his growth and 
development. If it is desired, the teacher may record her 
comments on the same tape. This same proaedure is repeated, 
splicing the tapes together at the end of each school year. 
The tape becomes an audio record of the child's school life 
and progress. Parents and even future employers are 
interested in such records. 
The tape recorder can be an aid to the busy adminis-
trator in summarizing material for all kinds of written 
reports. (2:28; 7:303; and 23:30) 
RESEARCH An administrator, as the leader in his school, has to 
keep up with current periodicals and literature in the 
educational field. Specific school problems evolve during 
the year that require special research on his part, and 
preparing in-service programs of value to his teachers 
demand more reading in his already busy schedule. Tape 
recording notes while reading abstracts from books and 
periodicals, direct quotations, summaries and trends will 
be less time consuming for him. If such tapes are kept 
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clearly labelled in the office, teachers, when they discover 
pertinent information on a given topic or problem, can 
record their findings on the same tape. Interesting 
articles can be summarized by teachers also. A current 
research tape file can be built in this way and is readily 
available for use at any time either by the whole staff or 
the principal alone. The play-back of a reading, arithmetic, 
science or social studies tape can help, whoever listens to 
it, digest the material and form their own opinions about it. 
(2:30 and 69:unpaged) 
SUBSTITUTES The tape recorder can help ease the substitute 
teacher problem in the elementary school. Usually each 
teacher is required to have a daily lesson plan as well as 
a weekly subject-time schedule available for substitute use. 
It would take the teacher no longer to tape record her 
weekly subject-time schedule than it would to write it. 
Explanations of the daily program-subjects and procedures 
for milk, recess, lavatory, drinks, etc. and techniques the 
teacher uses to carry out the program could be put on tape. 
On the same tape, too, could be a sampling of a day's 
activities at school which would show the order of the 
program and the moving from one subject into another. 
Specific trouble areas or problems that can be foreseen by 
the teacher with a substitute in the room might also be 
listed on the tape with suggested methods of handling them. 
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These latter remarks would have to be kept up to date or 
completely erased when they no longer applied. 
The use of such tapes will help the substitute to 
follow the same routine of subjects and methods. Attentive-
ness and co-operation of the children will increase. 
A file of taped music, stories, games, exercises and 
drills, if made available by the teacher would be most help-
ful to a substitute. (26:81) 
SUBSTITUTING: Frequently there is a need for teachers to attend 
meetings or make appointments during school hours that are 
not lengthy enough to require a substitute in the room, but 
are too long a time for the children to be left unsupervised. 
At such a time, the principal will take the class during the 
teacher's absence. By arranging to play the tape recorder 
during this time, the principal and teacher in a later play-
back can evaluate the proceedings. The principal will be 
able to improve his own teaching techniques and the teacher 
will be able to analyze the children's reactions to someone 
else taking over the class. Varying techniques and possible 
experimentations may be also shared in this manner. The 
principal needs to work toward his own growth as well as 
encouraging his staff to do so. This is one way to facili-
tate this improvement. 
SUGGESTION BOX AND NOTE TAKER: A recording suggestion box 
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may be or value in your school. It becomes an easy way to 
collect ideas, inrormation, to poll the starr on important 
issues and to check the progress or individual children that 
have been having dirriculties. The comments may be listened 
to by the principal. Notes may be made rrom the tape or 
reports summarized. The tape is erased and is ready ror 
more suggestions. The principal's mrk is not interrupted 
as rrequently and teachers do not have to make several trips 
to the orrice berore they can see the principal. 11 Johnny c. 
is absent again todaytt and 11There 1 s a hole in the renee on 
the street side or the playground 11 can be put on tape 
instead. This is not meant to mean that personal contacts 
between the principal and teachers should be eliminated. 
It is only meant to be a convenience ror them both. Large 
school systems would undoubtedly have more need ror such a 
use or the tape recorder. (25:91 and 69:unpaged) 
TALKING YEARBOOK A talking yearbook can be kept by the princi-
pal. Special programs, events, changes or policy, curricu-
lum study, committee reports or interest, experiments tried 
and their results, new equipment added to the school, and 
additions to the school plant are mentioning only a rew. 
The children can help record the yearbook by interviewing 
the workmen working on the new addition, explain their 
reactions to an accelerated work program, and their comments 
about new playground equipment. The tape can be started in 
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the i'all and added to during the year with each entry being 
dated. At the end of' the year, there can only be deep 
satisi'action i'elt on the part of' the whole stai':f vrhen they 
hear their accomplishments and growth du~ing the school 
year. (3:523 and 69:unpaged) 
TESTING Standardized testing in the elementary school may be 
a problem especially i'or inexperienced teachers. A tape 
recording giving all the directions and examples can be 
made by a counselor, ad~inistrator or teacher. Using this 
recording i'or the directions, the ini'lections, voice tones 
and speed would be the same i'or any group taking the test. 
Test results would become more valid. Once these record-
ings are made they could be :filed away i'or another year or 
until such a time as they are needed. Tb.e teacher need 
not spend hours pouring over a manua 1. She can pick up 
her test booklets :from the o:fi'ice when she gets the recorder 
and tape. ( 26:81) 
Standardized testing directions could be given to all 
rooms through the Inter-Com system by playinc; a taped 
recording of' them. (Admin. Class) 
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AB SE,'NTEES 
Teacher-Pupil Uses or the Tape Recorder 
in the Elementary School 
~fuen a child is absent rrom school ror any length or 
time, it creates a problem ror the classroom teacher not 
only in compiling the ttmake-upu work ror the individual but 
also in correcting it. Tape may save the teacher much 
precious time in such a situation. Important assignments 
could be taped each day during the period or the child's 
absence with space left on the tape for the child to res-
pond orally to questions covering :IDeading, social studies 
and science. Answers to arithmetic problems could be given 
orally on tape. Language assignments could be recorded in 
the same way. This tape would be labelled with the child's 
name. 
Ir this sounds too complicated, perhaps the teacher 
would rather have another child write out the daily assign-
ments to be sent home. Upon return to school, the child 
would use a tape, labelled with his name, to record his 
answers to problems, thought questions, book reports or 
other assignments. In this way, the teacher could listen 
to it at her leisure and go over the mistakes with the child 
when the two or them listen together. (69:unpaged) 
HOSPITALIZED~:- Hospitalized children miss contacts with 
their peers. ortentimes ttGet We 11 Wishes u are sent rrom 
the class in the rorm of cards or letters. These 
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11 Get Well Wishes 11 could be combined with jokes, riddles, 
stories, songs and other incidents :from school by class-
mates on tape. The tape could then be taken to the hospital 
by an adult :for the child's enjoyment. The patient might 
like to send back a taped messa3e to his classmates. This 
could be done easily by erasing the tape. Imagine the happy 
smiles this would create! (p. 38) 
1-TEW MATERIAL Frequently new work or material is intro-
duced to the class when there are several children absent 
in the room. This means that the teacher has to repeat 
this lesson each time a child returnsto school i:f he is to 
get 11caught up 11 with the work he has missed. The tape 
recorder could be played all during the introduction o:r 
this new material. The class response, questions and any 
other related discussions would be recorded :for the use o:r 
absent students. (This tape should be labelled also.) It 
then is available :for use by those missing this particular 
lesson or those who still may be confused by a specific 
part o:r the lesson. Absent children or those who were 
present will still need help :from the teacher and it is only 
right that they should have it. A:fter listening to the 
tape, however, their difficulties or problems can be 
narrowed down to specifics and the situation becomes easier 
:for student and teacher. 
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SHORT TERM Daily assignments can be kept on tape far 
children who miss but a day or two of school. The tape 
should be dated so children can refer to it for their 
11make-up 11 work. Here again tape could be used to record 
their answers orally--a convenience for them and the 
teacher. (72:17) 
ARITHMETIC: 
BASIC FACT SPEED TESTS* Many hours of time in the elemen-
tary school are devoted to improving the children's speed 
in the basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division facts. Many master ditto sheets are worn out each 
year in the different classrooms for this purpose. Tapes 
of these facts could be made by the teacher who uses a stop 
watch in between each fact so they are evenly spaced. The 
children set up their papers by numbering one to one hundred 
for the addition, subtraction and multiplication tests. 
They number one to ninety for the division test. Once the 
tape is turned on, they record only the answers. The timed 
spacing may be cut between each fact as the children become 
more proficient. 
Such tests, once made, may be used over and over again 
by the whole class or individuals who still need the extra 
practice. These tapes could be co-operatively made, too, 
where there is more than one class per grade. One teacher 
could record the addition while another records the 
subtraction. In this way, a teacher would not have to spend 
as much time recording and the taped materials could be 
shared. (p. 32) 
PROBLEMS CHILDREN RECORD THEIR OWN~'- Some children in the 
class would enjoy recording their own original arithmetic 
problems for their classmates to solve. These problems 
would need to be approved by the teacher before recording. 
The child would then read the problem--allowing thirty 
seconds to a minute between it and the next problem. When 
several problems have been recorded, the tape may be used 
either by individuals or by the whole class working their 
solutions on paper. Answers would be given orally and a 
discussion of any that were not understood would follow. 
This is a much easier method than duplicating the material 
and children are most interested in their peers' problems. 
Such tapes could also be exchanged with another class. (p.33) 
PROBLEMS TEACHER RECORDED The teacher may record problems 
of her own for individuals or the whole class to solve that 
emphasize a particular new skill where practice is needed. 
The procedure would be the same as when the children record 
their own original problems. (35:77) 
SEQUENCES AND Nillll.BER 1hRITING For younger groups, who are 
not sure of their numbers, a series of numbers 
can be recorded with omissions in these sequences. These 
omissions are written on paper by individuals or the whole 
group. This gives practice in recognition or missing num-
bers as well as written number practice. The sequence 
should be stated, time spaced and stated again. The time 
allotment can best be judged by the individual teacher. 
Upper grades could use larger numbers. Their tape could be 
more complicated by stating, 11 ~\-rite the number that comes 
berore 384 or the number that comes arter 1,486.n. (4:168 
and 26:80) 
THE MEANING OF Nm:1BERS Tapes or number meaning can be made 
very simple or complicated depending on the age level or the 
children using them. For example: 
11 Show me what 5 means. 11 The child draws 5 balls or 
blocks. 
1tWhat does 15 mean?" The child writes 1 ten and 5 ones. 
"What does 1,386 mean?" The child writes 1 thousand, 
3 hundreds, 8 tens and 6 ones. 
TESTS Arithmetic tests may be given to individuals or the 
whole group by the tape recorder. The problems can be 
stated with time allowed between each one ror the children 
to write their answers. 
Where more than one tape recorder is available, teams 
may work on the same arithmetic problems ror speed and 
43 
ART: 
accuracy. Each member of the team is assigned to a parti-
cular problem. Once he has heard the problem, he goes to 
work on it. Vfuen the problem isn't understood, it can be 
played back again for that child. This same procedure is 
done for each problem until each team member has completed 
his work. The team completing the tape first gets a bonus 
only if all answers are correct. The answers are checked 
by one child explaining the first problem. The other teams 
check their first problem with his. This is continued until 
all answers have been given. The team with the most correct 
answers wins. 
This type of exercise may be repeated again another day 
with different problems but the same teams. 
Slow children in arithmetic could all be the second 
team member in the different groups. That problem could be 
made easier for them and thus give them a chance to compete. 
APPRECIATION Children in the elementary school are not too 
young to begin the fundamentals of art appreciation. The 
teacher could tape the stories or interesting incidents in 
the lives of some of our more famous artists. This could 
be played and their more renowned masterpieces projected on 
a screen by the opaque projector. This again, if labelled, 
would be something that other classes could enjoy. The Art 
Supervisor in your school would undeubtedly be eager to 
help prepare such a tape. 
TO MUSIC~- Occasionally it's .fun to vary an art period and 
have the children paint or crayon to music. This, especial-
ly, is .fun i.f we are trying to emphasize the use o.f imagina-
tion and .feeling in their art work. 
Special musical selections can be taped ahead o.f time 
by the teacher that can play .for an entire art period. It 
may be mood music that is light and gay or other selections 
that are more sober. The children are .free to paint or 
crayon what the music suggests to them. The teacher is .free 
to move about the room o.f.fering suggestions and help where 
it is needed. Later this same music can become the back-
ground while the children tell the stories behind their work. 
The lesson might become one the Art Supervisor or another 
teacher would like to borrow .for demonstration purposes. 
The children's pictures could be numbered in the order in 
which they spoke on the tape and the lesson would be ready 
.for use by others. (p. 22) 
STORIES OF OUR ART PICTURES Small children are most 
enthusiastic about telling the story behind their pictures. 
As the child tells about his picture, it may be recorded on 
tape. The tape can be used to develop vocabulary, word 
usage, expression, techniques o.f better art medium to 
express the desired e.f.fects or just .for the classes' 
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enjoyment during a rest hour. By numbering the pictures in 
the proper sequence, other classes would enjoy listening to 
the stories and seeing the pictures. It could be the basis 
~or a teaching lesson or merely ~or a sharing o~ ideas to 
another class room. (35:77) 
COMMUNITY RES01JRCES: 
INTERVIEWS There are in any community resource people to 
whom the school could turn for helpful information and 
enrichment of their curriculum. The interviews may be with 
a "community helper 11 , an author, prominent lawyer, doctor, 
historian, a principal in another school or an important 
visitor at school. Frequently these people work out of 
tovm or are not available during school hours due to their 
busy schedules. Arrangements for an interview to be taped 
by a conmittee of students or the teacher could be made at 
a convenient time. This interview could be group planned 
at school so those meeting with the resource person could 
have their interview planned and those not attending the 
interview would be assured that their questions were 
answered. 
Whenever interviews with experts, authorities or 
visitors are taped, either by the children or the teacher, 
they should not be played without the permission and con-
sent of these people. 
Taped interviews, discussions and lectures need not be 
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limited to local authorities or to classroom use. Outside 
resources may be brought to a general P.T.A. meeting or to 
study groups or parents or teachers on tape. (2:40; 4:244; 
6:170; 40:92; 66:14 and 69:unpaged) 
LOCAL EVENTS Children in most elementary schools study 
the history or their local community. Bi-centennial and 
centennial celebrations, which have taken many hours or 
preparation, are all too orten rorgotten once the date has 
passed. Ir such events were recorded on tape and perhaps 
photographs rrom the local newspaper put with the tape, 
these events would not have to be lost rorever. They could 
be incorporated into the local history or the social studies 
program ror use as orten as desired. 
These local events need not be limited to just celebra-
tions. Dedications or new buildings, political speeches, 
outstanding sporting events, neye-wi tness 11 ace ounts of' 
tragedies and disasters could be preserved. Aging cow~unity 
residents could be called upon to tell the changes and 
growth in the comnunity which they have seen take place. 
These older residents may have photographs or the community 
dating back several years which would be projected on a 
screen by the opaque projector ror the children to see. 
Printed material on local town history is rrequently 
at a premium and this would be a meaningrul way or present-
ing this material to the children. Older residents, ir 
approached inthe right manner, are rla ttered to think they 
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can be of service to the school. They would readily consent 
to taping an interview where a personal visit to school to 
speak would be quickly rejected for reasons of their own. 
(6:187-188 and 20:23) 
TRAVEL Today more and more people are finding it easier to 
travel not only in our country, but to other countries all 
over the world. Frequently, teachers in the school system 
have made interesting trips and collected souvenirs, picture 
material or have taken photographs or slides of their own. 
This would apply to residents in the community also; perhaps 
even to children in your own classroom. 
Taping a commentary to accompany slides or other 
material can be fun for the person who has had the experi-
ence of visiting different places. It makes these experi-
ences ones that can be relived by all who see and hear. By 
taping the commentary, the pictures, slides and other 
material may be borrowed and used with the children vdthout 
the person who made the tape needing to be present. However, 
if the pe:r'son prefers to show his own material, this is made 
easier too. The repetition of the same talk over and over 
again to different classes is not necessary. Tape does the 
job and the resource person is free to work the projector. 
The tape recorder and the projector can be stopped at any 
point for questions to be answered or points discussed in 
greater detail. The monotony is broken by the active 
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participation of the children in such a program. (49:27) 
CREATIVE DRAMATICS: 
AUDITIONS If a talent show is being planned by your school, 
auditioning with the tape recorder may save your committee 
many precious hours in setting up the program. A complete 
record of all the contestants will be on tape. This may be 
listened to on play-back for a more careful analysis than 
memory alone will permit. The rejected contestants can 
listen to the tape themselves and more readily understand 
why they were not chosen. (69:unpaged) 
CLASS TRY-OUTS~· Many times children are disappointed when 
the teacher or class does not choose them to take the lead 
in a class play. A more objective way of holding class try-
outs would be to have the children record the parts on tape. 
When the tape is played back, the class can vote on the 
children who have done the best job and the cast pi eked in 
tlns way. ( p. 15) 
DRAMA WORKSHOP~:. Children need help in getting expression 
into their lines in a play. One way of helping them would 
be to have a drama workshop during one of your rehearsals. 
At the workshop, several children record the same speech. 
It may be telephoning the police department or witnessing 
the arrival of a man from Nlars. On play-back, the children 
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will be able to hear the di.f.ferences and select the best. 
This analysis and evaluation will help them in correcting 
their ovm mistakes. (p. 14> 
LEARNING PARTS AND REHEARSALS 'l1he tape recorder can help 
children learn their parts .for skits, plays, puppet shows 
or mock radio shows. This can be done when the teacher tapes 
the speeches leaving blanks where the actor or actress can 
.follow the cues. This is also help.ful in correcting enuncia-
tion, expression, volume and pitch. Taping rehearsals .for 
evaluation purposes by the group will speed up the per.form~. 
Their errors can be heard and corrected more readily. (35:77) 
PANTOMIMES~'" I.f your school auditorium has poor acoustics, 
a play in pantomime may be .fun .for the children to try. All 
the speaking parts and sound e.f.fects can be taped in advance. 
This tape is played over the P.S. system and the children 
are .free to act out their parts to the utmost .for their 
audience. (p. 15) 
PREPARING AN ASSEMBLY PROGRAM* 1Nhen children are preparing 
an assembly program, they .frequently become very nervous and 
upset. They .find themselves very sel.f-conscious on:the stage 
and the .fun o.f having such a program is lost. Using the 
microphone to record their reading, short announcements and 
.finally their parts in the assembly program will lessen 
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their ~ears and tensions. They can hear themselves and 
polish their own per~ormances be~ore the 11 live 11 show. (p. 7) 
PREPARING FOR RADIO OR TELEVISION APPEARANCES~<- Classes or 
class groups are occasionally invited to participate in a 
live radio or television program by a local station or 
channel. Their performances need to be practiced in advance 
at school just as ~or an assembly program. Recording the 
childrents performances can help them with their timing, 
diction and expression. It may be that the local station 
would pre~er to have the whole program on tape. In this 
way, they can edit and correct it be~ore air time. Which-
ever way is preferred, the tape recorder will help the 
children ~eel more relaxed and less sel~-conscious about 
their performances. ( p. 15) 
SOUND EFFECTs~;. Sound ef~ects ~or a skit, play or puppet 
show could all be put on tape. This would add realism to 
the performance. A group of children could be responsible 
~or this part of the show. They could tape real sounds or 
have the fun of experimenting with other things to get the 
desired e~fects. Once they have discovered how to get these 
e~~ects, they could syncronize their tape to the action or 
space the dif~erent sounds on the tape in the correct order. 
This latter method would probably be easier and give more 
satisfactory results. The tape recorder could be turned 
Boston Universitr 
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on and off during the performance in this way. (p. l4) 
TAPING SCHOOL SHOV'B Frequently plays, skits, puppet shows 
and radio shows are given in the elementary school, but due 
to the large numbers of children not all the school is 
invited to the performance. Much fun and enjoyment is 
missed by those not attending. A school consciousness is 
also lost. If appropriate programs were taped, they could 
be played over the Intercom in those rooms that did not 
attend or those individual teachers could borrow the tape 
to play for their classes at their own convenience. These 
tape recordings could be used by the P.T.A., by local radio 
stations or serve as a file for teachers of past shows. 
TAPING RADIO AND TELEVISION SHOlVS There are on radio and 
television, plays that do not have any scientific or 
historical value that are fun to hear. These might be tape 
recorded for the elementary school children to enjoy. 
Children's story hours frequently have professionals acting 
out the stories. 'I'hese stories, if taped, could also be 
used for evaluation purposes in planning their own class 
plays or skits. 
FIELD TRIPS* When your class goes on a field trip, take the 
tape recorder along to record remarks, questions of your 
group and comments made by the guide. This can be played 
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back after returning to school as a basis for further dis-
cussion. It may be kept for use by the absentees who were 
unable to accompany the group. It can also be kept for 
play-back at the end of the year to review some of the 
year's highlights. (p. 27 and survey) 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 
EXCHANGE OF TAPES* Exchanging tapes with children in France, 
Germany, Mexico, Italy or Spain can be both interesting and 
profitable. The cost is merely mailing charges which are 
not expensive. Tape Exchange Clubs can furnish lists of 
names and approximate mailing costs for teachers wishing to 
experiment with this international means of furthering 
foreign language teaching. The children can plan their tape 
together. Perhaps they will decide to record half the tape 
in English. They may want to tell about themselves, ask 
questions of the class to whom the tape will be sent, sing 
songs, or do a simple skit in their second language for 
their foreign friends. The excitement and enthusiasm is 
tremendous in such a project and the children eagerly await 
the returned tape from their newly acquired friends. All 
the children have an opportunity to express themselves, put 
their second language into practical use, hear other children 
approximately their own age correctly speaking the language 
and learn about customs, habits and activities of these 
children who live thousands of miles away. (p. 34 and 29:274) 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 
EXERCISES The tape recorder can be very useful to a teacher 
of foreiz~ language. Exercises can be taped for the children 
to use. They may be in the form of urepeat after mett or 
sentences with certain new vocabulary words deleted for the 
children to fill in. Perhaps the tape could be in the form 
of ttquestion by the teacher and answer by the childrenn as 
they be c orne more proficient. 1Nha tever the taped exercise, 
when it is played back, the child can hear where his accent 
and pronunciation are not accurate and can work for his own 
improvement. This all may be done on tape without the 
teacher trying to describe a mistake in sound to the child 
which is an impossible task. When a child has finished 
using the tape, he can erase his answers and the tape is 
ready for another child to use. If more than one tape 
recorder is available, the teacher's taped exercises can be 
played as the children record their answers on their own 
tape. 
Frequently, if the class is learning a language over 
television, the tape recorder is played all during the 
lesson. Once the lesson is over, the teacher and children 
have something to refer to during the week. Absentee 
children, too, need not fall behind their classmates. They 
can listen to the lesson on tape that they missed. 
Regular classroom teachers, who are not as proficient 
as they would like to be in foreign language, also have the 
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taped television lesson to use for their own enlightenment 
and practice. (38:70; 68:3; 72:15 and survey) 
There are available to these teachers, too, special 
taped excercises for the teacher to use to improve her own 
pronunciation and skills. If she is not a linguist, this 
practice enables her to better teach the class. Such tapes 
may be purchased through the State Department. 
LABORATORIES Equipment for a foreign language laboratory 
is much more complicated and elaborate than a single tape 
recorder and to date this writer has heard of none that 
exists in the elementary school. High schools are making 
great progress in foreign language teaching in this way. 
To instruct the students, the teacher places a tape contain-
ing foreign phrases and sentences on the recorder. Through 
individual ear phones, the students hear the language and 
repeat the words. Each child sits in an isolation booth 
where he cannot see or hear the student next to him. There-
fore, he is not self-conscious about any errors he might 
make. If such facilities are available in your high school, 
arrangements might be made for your class to use the equip-
ment occasionally. This becomes an interesting experience 
for the elementary school children. (12:568) 
NATIVE SPOKEN By using the tape recorder, tapes can be 
made by natives of the country for the students use. 
Frequently there are foreign language speaking people 
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living in the local community who would be willing to 
record something in their native tongue for the children. 
This gives them an opportunity to hear the language as it 
is actually spoken. Local colorations and inflections are 
avoided in this manner and the accent and pronunciation 
are pure. 
Teachers can tape short wave broadcasts from foreign 
lands for this same purpose. The more experience the child-
ren have in hearing the language properly spoken, the more 
quickly and accurately they will learn it. (69:unpaged and 
72: 15) 
FOREIGN STUDEJ:JTS~:· Teachers, especially in certain sections or 
our country, find language barriers existing in their class-
rooms. Students, who cannot speak English or who know very 
little about the language, frequently are enrolled. A tape 
recorder can be most helpful to these students in learning 
English. Here again, exercises can be taped by the teacher 
for those children to use. Unfortunately, the school day 
is not long enough for the teacher's individual attention 
and tutoring. The tape recorder can be a valuable aid in 
such cases. Other children with good diction can work with 
these students, too. Recordings can be made repeating words, 
sentences or short stories. Daily satisfaction and growth 
can be heard each day. This becomes a rewarding experience 
for the whole class. (p. 34) 
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GAMES FOR PARTY FUN: 
IDENTIFICATION OF SOUNDS Tapes can be made for party fun 
and shared by the teachers. Simple easy to record sounds, 
familiar to all, can be taped for the children to identify 
either orally or by writing their answers on a paper that 
corresponds to the numbers of the different sounds on the 
tape. Clues may be given depending on the age group that 
would be using the recording. It is necessary that enough 
of the sound is given for identification purposes. The 
recordist will need to keep an accurate list of the sounds 
himself. 
These are suggested as easy-to-record sounds: 
Dialing the telephone 
Uncorking a bottle 
Shuffling cards 
An egg frying 
A baby's rattle 
A running shower 
An electric fan 
Switching on a light 
Unlocking a door 
Sawing wood 
Pouring liquid 
Sharpening a knife 
Brushing teeth 
Water boiling 
Striking a wooden match 
An egg beater whipping bream 
The buzz of a television warmingup 
Blowing up and bursting a paper bag 
Turning the pages of a newspaper 
The fizz of an Alka-Seltzer 
A ping-pong ball bouncing on the 
floor 
The click of a camera shutter 
Running water 
Pounding a nail with a hammer 
Washing a pan with a Chore Girl 
cleansing pad 
A vacuum cleaner (2:111) 
MUSICAL QUIZZES This game follows the same pattern as in 
Identification of Sounds only this time just enough of a 
musical selection is given on tape so it can be identified. 
Popular nusic, classical music or themes from popular radio 
and television shows can be used. Here again, an accurate 
record will have to be kept by the recordist so his answers 
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wi 11 be c orr e c t • ( 2 : 112 ) 
I'ElST?RY ·voiCES Recordings are made ahead or time by people 
familiar to the children. The mystery voice gives certain 
clues about himself so the children will be able to guess 
the person or the one who is being impersonated. (2: 113) 
TAPE A STORY A topic is chosen ror a story or the con-
clusion or a story decided upon by the group. The children 
go out of.the room one at a time to add their part to the 
story without actually hearing what has gone on before. 
They stop in the middle of a sentence each time. The last 
narrator tells the next person only his last sentence. 
'Nhen all but one has had a turn to record, the last child 
records the ending. If the group is large a certain record-
ing tir:1e limit should be set so that everyone will have a 
chance. Vfuen the tape recording is completed, it should be 
played back to the group. There will be many chuckles over 
the finished product! (2:115) 
GIJ:<'TJill STUDENTS Gifted students can be given greater opportuni-
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ties by utilizing the tape recorder. They can record stories, 
historical events, science experiments, biographies, their 
own compositions, plays, skits or poems to be shared by the 
others in the class or with other classes. The lower grades, 
especially, would welcome stories and plays which could be 
used during rest hours. 
Such students might like to work with other children 
from dirrerent classrooms in preparing taped programs that 
could be used by the local hospital in the children's wards 
or by the blind children in the school or the local 
c one unity. ( 6 : 218 ) 
They might also be interested in rorming a Tape Club 
in the school. Not only would they learn the mechanics or 
operation, but they could be "borrowedH by other classes to 
make their tape recordings for them. 
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN: 
INTROVERTS AliD EXTROVERTS Shy children can be helped to 
overcome their problems through the use of the tape recorde~ 
They are more willing to participate in a program that is 
being taped when they can do it by themselves without anyone 
hearing them at that particular moment. Their interest and 
enthusiasm in this soon grows to the point where they are 
unconsciously participating more in all group activities. 
Tape lends security to these children. They know that ir 
a mistake is made it can always be erased and no one has to 
hear it. 
Teachers many times have a child in their room who 
monopolizes the whole conversation or discussion. The child 
is constantly talking and bullying the other class members. 
It is often dirficult to bring this to the child's attention 
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so it really is meaningful. A tape recording made in such 
a situation could easily help. When the teacher and child 
sit down together to listen to the recording of a regular 
class activity, the child will be able to hear himself as 
the others in the room hear him. From then on, improvements 
can be made. The child knows that the teacher is not just 
trying to '1pick11 on him, but instead trying to help him 
overcome his faults. (23:44 and 38:69) 
RETARDED OR SLOW LEARNERS~:- It is a recognized fact that the 
best way slow or retarded children can learn is through 
repetition. By using tape recordings, exercises can be 
repeated over and over again for them. Extra practice can 
be had in counting, naming colors, arithmetic, listening 
and following directions, developing speech and conversation 
habits, improving reading, phonics, reciting poetry for 
memory and giving simple reports. At the same time these 
children can hear their progress from day to day and their 
self-confidence grows. They or the teacher can erase any 
mistakes which occur on the tape. This encourages the slow 
or retarded child. Tape may be used every day with these 
children without the novelty wearing off. They are in this 
way able to get that extra help which time will not allow 
the teacher to give personally. (p. 38) 
Good readers can help the slow or retarded readers in 
the class, too. They can tape record a story from a class 
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reader as the slow child follows in his book. After this, 
the slow or retarded child tapes the same story on the same 
tape. On a play-back, he hears the story as it should be 
read and can make comparisons between his classmates reading 
and his own. If desired, no one hears his recording until 
he is ready for them to hear it. (35:77) 
SPEECH DEFECTS-::- Some children have speech defects which 
the tape recorder can help them to overcome. Once these 
children have heard themselves as others hear them, they 
will work to improve the stutter, lisp or baby talk. Work-
in0 alone or in pairs, the teacher can give them exercises 
to do which will help their particular problem. As these 
children can hear their progress from day to day, they soon 
lose their self-consciousness in the group. Their class-
mates often encourage them, too, by remarking about their 
improvements. (p. 16) 
If the teacher is not sure herself about the forms of 
exercise needed, the school nurse or doctor may be able to 
be of assistance where ~o speech therapist is a part of the 
school system. 
THE BLIND-tz. The trend today in many school systems is not 
to isolate the blind, but instead have them attend the 
public schools as normal children do. The tape recorder 
has been found to be a most valuable aid in helping these 
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children. Lessons and stories can be tape recorded ror them 
and by them. The tape recorder bee omes a r•talking b ook 11 • 
More and more rna ter ials are now available ror sue h children 
not only in braille but also on tape. More individual help 
may be given in this way. These children can listen to 
their progress each day. The other children in the r:oom 
can record exercises for the blind students to use and go 
over them with them on play-back. (p. 39 and 6:217) 
THE PARTIALLY DEAF In spite or carerul seating arrange-
ments bein0 made in a classroom, a partially dear child 
misses much that goes on in the room. By taping lessons 
tr~t are more complicated ar involved, the partially deaf 
child can set the controls on the tape recorder to suit his 
needs or he may listen to the tape through ear phones. 
Having such material available ror this child to use by 
himselr will be most helpful to him. This saves embarrass-
ment for the child, endless repetition for the teacher and 
keeps this child up with the rest or the class in his 
studies. ( 6: 217 ) 
HEALTH: 
AtiD SAFETY* Health and sarety ortentimes cannot be 
separated. They go hand in, hand. General reports made by 
the student council or sarety patrol can be put on tape and 
played in the classrooms throughout the buildings. Children 
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from either of the organizations could accompany the tape. 
After playing the tape, they would be available to answer 
any of the children's questions. (72:18) 
The Safety Patrol or Student Council might be concerned 
with the noise and running in the corridors and stairs in 
the building. Tape recordings could be made of this confu-
sion and played in the individual classrooms for discussion 
purposes. If no improvements are made, these groups could 
then record on 11 endless 11 tape (tape that plays continually) 
reminders for the children aa they enter and leave the 
building. (p. 42) 
INTERVIEWING THE SCHOOL NORSE OR DOCTOR Frequently the 
children have many questions about various aspects of health 
which cannot be answered by classroom texts. If these ques-
tions are v~itten down and a committee assigned to interview 
the school nurse or doctor, a tape recording could be made 
of the interview. In this way valuable information could be 
nade available to the whole class and other classes that 
were interested in it. ( 1:505) 
RADIO AND TELEVISION COMMERCIALS As part of the curriculum 
health program, it might be interesting to tape record some 
of the radio and television commercials concerned with 
health products for evaluative purposes with your group. 
"What does the product claim to do? Is it an accurate claim 
for the manufacturers to make?n (1:505) 
THE SCHOOL NURSE MAKING A TAPE RECORDING During the winter 
months, children in the elementary school are absent from 
school frequently with colds, 11flu 11 , and otmr ailments. 
The school nurse is beseigad by long lines waiting outside 
her door. 
After school or over the weekend, perhaps she would be 
willing to make a tape recording in which she discusses the 
common cold, "flu", and other attendance "snatchers" that 
are plaguing the school. She might at the same time give 
the children some pointers on how to avoid colds and stay 
healthy. 
This tape could be circulated throughout the building 
so her message could be heard by all the children. The tape 
could be made more meaningful for the younger children when 
parts of it are dramatized in pantomime. After using, it 
could be stored until needed again the following year as a 
reminder for the children. (65:80) 
LANGUAGE: 
CHANGES Recently Mr. Hull completed his doctorate on tape 
recordings in English for different grade levels. Students 
in the elementary schools are introduced to the idea that 
language is not static but is constantly changing. Mr. Hull 
tells the stories of the Three Giants, Grendel, the Green 
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Knight, and Caliban with phrases :from Old English, Middle 
English and Shakespeare's English. Two 15-minute tapes 
trace the history of a few common words. Such tapes are 
available and could be of interest to the upper-elementary 
grades. (36:3) 
CLASS DIARY :Many classes keep a class diary in which they 
record events of importance to them during the school year. 
This not only stands as a reminder, but also provides 
another opportunity for the children to express themselves. 
Instead of writing such a diary, it might be more interest-
ing to tape one. Class plays, skits, parties, trips and 
special news items might be preserved on tape. Different 
children could do the recording each time and, before the 
end of school, the class could listen to the events of the 
year. Such a tape could be very useful to a teacher in 
planning her class work for another year. (69:unpaged) 
CONVERSATION Teachers of the kindergarten and first grades 
especially can make use of the tape recorder to help them 
better understand their children's language development. 
Tapes made of the children's spontaneous conversations in 
the play corner, while block building or engaged in other 
dramatic play can furnish the teacher with much information. 
It is also helpful to teachers who have anecdotal records 
to keep on each child. If the tape recorder is a familiar 
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sight to the class, they will not think anything about its 
presence in the room and their conversations and reactions 
Will be normal ones. The areas where language help is 
needed can easily be pin-pointed on a play-back or the 
recording. (8:438) 
DEVELOPING CREATIVE EXPRESSION* Helping children to express 
their ideas clearly,correctly, concisely and logically is 
the purpose or any language program. 
Allowing each child to tape record his original story 
or poem, arter writing it, can serve as motivation ror story 
writing. A Whole program or stories can be made in this way 
ror your class 1 enjoyment or other classes. 
The tape recorder could be used by the children to 
record their ideas and stories as they think or them. These 
would not be rinished products but could be used ror evalua-
tion by the teacher wishing to help the children learn how 
to organize their ideas into logical story rorm. 
By using a tape recording or several ramiliar sounds, 
the children could be asked to develop their own original 
story incorporating these sounds. This will help them use 
their i~aginations. The rinished products could then be 
taped complete with sound errects ror the class to enjoy. 
The children will be amazed at the dirrerent kinds or 
stories written by the class around the taped sounds. 
An original story can be tape recorded without the 
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ending. The children can write the ending after listening 
to the recording. The one chosen by the group as the best 
is then recorded as the ending to the story. (p. 10 and s~) 
DICTIONARY SKILLS AND DRILLS Special tapes may be made to 
help children who are having difficulty in locating words in 
the dictionary. The tape recording can have the children 
open their dictionaries to a certain page, tell about the 
b~ide words on that page and their importance to that page. 
After several exercises on this, words can be given for the 
child to locate. Once they have located them, they write 
down on paper the guide words at the top of each page and 
the page number. At the end of the tape, they can check 
their papers by the answers from the tape. To make these 
exercises more complicated, they may be made so speedy 
location of words is necessary--five words in three minutes, 
etc. Page numbers would only have to be written for the 
timed tapes. 
GRAMMAR~~ The teaching of grammar is often difficult for it 
can become very boring to the children. One way to illus-
trate proper use of English would be to compare a news item 
from the radio to the same news reported by the child. 
This is easily done by using the tape recorder. It helps 
to provide motivation. This approach is positive, effective 
and completely objective. (4: 168) 
Children may not be aware of their c~ammatical errors 
in speech. If their voices are recorded and played back for 
them to hear~ they can easily identify and correct these 
err or s • ( 7 2 : 6 ) 
The same would be true of a tape recording made while 
the child is giving a verbal explanation of a skill. 
Inadequacies in explanation, grammatical errors, strengths 
and weaknesses in delivery may all be analyzed by the group. 
Exercises, which stress verb forms, correct word 
selection, proper word order, correct use of adjectives and 
adverbs or agreement of subject and predicate can all be 
taped for the children's use. Blank spaces may be left on 
the tape. The child writes the missing word on paper. 
vVhole sentences can be given on the tape with the child 
marking on his paper only those that are incorrect. (p. 10) 
Distortion of facts or stories may be emphasized by 
each child recording privately a short story that was told 
to the whole group. 
A teacher may wish to record several short stories 
which have incorrect grammar, run on sentences, incorrect 
order of events and errors in pronunciation and delivery 
for class analysis. 
Dictation is another way of improving written grammar 
and spelling. Short paragraphs may be recorded slowly 
enough to allow the children to write them. (p. 11 and 72:19) 
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GROUP MEMORIZATION~:· The tape recorder can be an aid to the 
class in memorizing poems or choral speaking parts. As the 
children recite over and over again with the tape, this abili-
ty is speeded and is made more interesting for them. Smaller 
children can use tape in this same way to help them memorize 
their addresses and telephone numbers. (p. 10) 
LE'fiTER ~IRITING Letter writing to another class or another 
school by tape recorder can be fun for the children as well 
as a learning experience. They can tell of school activities, 
'I'V programs, contests, plays or books they have read. They 
may also carry on interclass discussions on tape. Organiza-
tion of ideas, vocabulary, grammar, enunciation, pronuncia-
tion and expression of ideas in an interesting manner are 
all brought about in this type of an activity. (54:83) 
IVIAKING ORAL REPORTS Many children have a great deal of 
trouble in making oral reports to the class. Learning what 
points to stress, how to liven their subjects and how to 
interest their audience in their reports are nhe frequent 
pitfalls for them. When several good reports are put on 
tape for guides and analyzed by the group, it shows them 
how other children thought and gives them a pattern for the~ 
own reports. (50:40) 
Another way of helping children develop their skills 
in oral reporting would be to have a familiar topic written 
on a piece of paper--enough for each child in the room. 
Have them draw one of these papers from a hat, tb~nk about 
it for five minutes writing a few notes if they want and 
then record their report. The recording can then be played 
back for the group to analyze. As the children become more 
proficient, definite time limits can be stipulated ~or their 
answers to questions or reports on topics. (39:304) 
Interviews are another type of oral reporting. The 
children could do role playing while these interviews are 
taped. This again would give them practice in oral language 
and be fun at the same time. Techniques for a good inter-
view should be discussed before any recording is made. After 
listening to each interview, the group can evaluate their 
success in this type of reporting. To add more stimulation 
to such an activity, a group can be chosen by the class to 
record an actual interview that they plan. 
NEWS REPORTING-::- If your class is studying news reporting or 
trying improvements of their own methods of reporting 
experiences to the class, the tape recorder can be useful. 
Several commentator's broadcasts may be taped during the 
same night. Techniques and treatment of the news items can 
be compared. The children become aware that the way a news 
item is reported is an individual matter; yet the same basic 
facts remain. {p. 30) 
A class 11Sharing Time 11 can be taped for evaluation 
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purposes. The children can listen .for the 11 who, what, when 
and where '1 as they told their own news to the class. They 
can analyze their reporting techniques and later retell the 
same news on tape. The rtbe.fore and a.fter" could be played 
.for the group to note improvements not only in reporting 
but in delivery as well. 
The 11 Weekly Reader 11 or other current events newspapers 
that come to your class each week may be used .for the basis 
o.f a mock radio program in which a group o.f children edit 
and plan the broadcast o.f the news items in the paper. They 
can tape record their reports and this can be played be.fore 
the rest o.f class has seen the newspaper. The news reports 
can be compared .for signi.ficant .facts, etc. a.fter the class 
has had time to read the paper. The children will .find such 
an activity .fun and it will, at the same time, help them 
become more care.ful readers, listeners and interpretors. 
PROBLJ:<:;M DISCUSSIONS, D:B..l3ATES AND PANELS I.f your group is 
discussing introducing .friends, behavior in school or on the 
playground, a class trip, vacations, a party, room decora-
tions, the nuisance o.f a younger brother or sister, or 
room projects, tape record the discussion. The play-back 
can be used .for evaluative periods. Standards can be 
checked, improvements noted and weak areas where improve-
ment is still needed also noted. 
Such discussions could well become a part o.f the 
71 
language program. Taking turns, sticking to the topic, 
speaking clearly and logically and weighing the importance 
of each contribution can all be practiced in this activity. 
The children might enjoy choosing their own topics for dis-
cussions. In this way, they are more apt to choose things 
of importance to them. Certain research or reading might 
become a prerequisite to the discussion if the topic were 
known ahead of time. A group leader could be chosen, too, 
for each new topic. It becomes his job to lead the discus-
sion, clarify points and also to summarize for the group. 
This, then, becomes a more meaningful approach to language. 
Some of these discussions could be shared by other classes. 
They might have more to add or they might disagree with some 
of the points brought out in the discussion. 
Tapes could be made by the children illustrating some 
of the accepted social customs such as introducing friends, 
correct forms of address, etc. This could be done in the 
form of an original skit and then acted out in pantomime. 
Other classes might like to borrow such tapes for use in 
their rooms. (64:61) 
The upper elementary school grades might enjoy taping 
debates or panels. It would be necessary to decide before-
hand which side each group would take. These tapes could 
be sent back and forth to other classes in the building or 
to another school if the proper arrangements had been made. 
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RADIO AND TELEVISION Evaluating radio and television 
programs can be more meaningful if the children can listen 
to the program together on tape. The tape can be stopped 
at any point for more careful analysis. The criteria for 
a good program may be listed on the chalkboard for the 
children to look at while listening to the tape. Several 
radio and television programs can be evaluated by the 
children after they have been recorded. From this, they 
learn to be more selective in their choice or programs.(70:30) 
THE TAPE RECORDER AS A DICTAPHONE The tape recorder is 
used by many to help them organize their ideas. The spoken 
words or outline are written from the tape, corrected and 
rewritten where necessary. Mental blocks to pen and paper 
are overcome and ideas get on paper once they have been 
recorded. The quality or writing is also improved. This 
would be especially useful to a child who has a great deal 
or trouble with spelling. A slow learner would rind writing 
stories or preparing reports much easier using a recorder 
to help him organize his ideas. (31: 22) 
USING TAPE T<!J)TEACH TELEPHONE USAGE Real telephone conver-
sations can be recorded for class evaluation or two 
children's voices could be taped as they pretended to be 
talking over the phone. One voice could be taped and space 
left on the tape for someone else to fill in later as they 
listened. (69:unpaged) 
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VOCABULARY Questions can be recorded on tape with blank 
spaces where the student answers. The student repeats his 
answer on a play-back using more descriptive words. Tapes 
can be made asking the student for homonyms, synonyms or 
antonyms of certain words. Other tapes could be made of 
word meanings. For example: "If I had a chandelier, would 
I eat it, water it or hang it from the ceiling?" The child 
responds by writing his answer on paper. All the answers 
are given at the end of the tape so the child can check 
himself. Any mistakes that are made must be looked up in 
the dictionary. (72:15) 
LIBRARY RESEARCH The use of the tape recorder in library 
research has two main advantages. It is faster and less 
complicated. By dictating the desired material on to tape, 
it is ready for later use. As it is played back, notes 
may be taken and organized from the recording. 
LISTENING The tape recorder can help develop and maintain 
good listening habits. Listening readiness with young 
children can be greatly improved by tape. Simple directions 
may be given to the children, rhyth~ patterns to follow or 
stories told. After a story, certain children may be called 
upon to answer questions about the story they just heard. 
The story ma3r not make sense for s orne thing was left out. 
The children have to listen to find out what it \'fc3:S. The 
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ending of a story may be missing and they could be asked to 
complete the story. 
Short quizzes requiring a single answer may be put on 
tape to help develop listening and memory ability. For 
exampl$: Mary went to the store to buy crackers, bread, 
sugar, cheese and milk. She came back home with sugar, 
cheese, crackers and milk. vThat did she forget? --- Seven 
plus six, minus three, divided by five, plus four, divided 
by three equals? --- In the following list, (pin, tin, sin, 
fin, thin) fin is third on the list. Is this true or false? 
MUSIC 
ACCm.:PAND:1ENT-i:- In classrooms where there is no piano or 
the teacher does not play, an accompaniment may be put on 
tape. Once the children have learned the new song, it 
might be fun for them to record with the accompaniment so 
they can hear the finished product for themselves. 
Frequently classes have assembly programs or outdoor 
festivities where instrumental or piano music is needed and 
here again the tape recorder can be an aid to a busy teachen 
The taped music can be amplified through the P.A. system 
so it can be heard by everyone either for background pur-
poses or as accompaniment for class songs. (pp. 20-21) 
In many schools, the children learn to play song flutes 
or recorders. Music can also be taped to accompany these, 
and if desired, the children can record along with the 
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accompaniment on a play-back of the original recording. 
When the real school band or orchestra cannot be 
present, another use of pre-recorded tapes of music would 
be to have these playing while waiting for classes to 
assemble for a program. The children settle down more 
readily and it adds an air of importance to the program. 
This music can be taped from radio, TV or the school band 
and orchestra concerts. 
APPRECIATION Music appreciation has now become a part of 
the music program in the elementary school. The teacher 
may want to record stories or incidents from the lives of 
some of the more renowned composers to accompany opaque 
projected pictures. These stories or incidents could 
include musical passages from their works. 
If the class is le~rning about the different instru-
ments in the orchestra, a tape recording could be made to 
demonstrate how each instrument sounds. The children could 
look at projected pictures of each instrument as they liste~ 
Perhaps a teacher would like to check the childrents 
musical knowledge. Tapes could be made that require their 
recall of instrument identification, folk songs, classics, 
rhythm patterns or composers. (3:168 and 35:77) 
BAND AND ORCHESTRA PRACTICE~:- The tape recorder has been 
found to be a valuable aid to band or orchestra leaders. 
Recordings can be made of their practice sessions for group 
evaluation. They can hear how they sound and where improve-
ments are needed. The leader may wish to record only certain 
sections of the orchestra to help other sections cue in 
properly. Tape can substitute for the presence of that part 
of the band or orchestra during these special practice 
sessions. 
Bands are frequently called upon to participate in 
special school programs where it is necessary for them to 
march. Marching and playing at the sar.1e time is a difficult 
task for the elementary school band. Their timing can be 
greatly improved if the leader first records the music on 
tape and has the band practice marching to it without their 
instruments. When they have mastered this, they can play 
and march in accompaniment to the recording, and finally 
play and march without the use of the recording at all. 
This whole process of 11 doing two things at once 11 is r.1ade 
easier for them and is less time consuming for all those 
involved. (p. 21) 
CAFETERIA~:- Cafeterias usually mean many headaches for 
teachers and administrators in the elementary school. Tape 
may serve as an aid in s orne of these problems. Varied 
recordings can be made especially for this use by each 
class. Stories, poems, songs, jokes, riddles, skits, etc. 
can he taped and amplified through the P. A. system. 
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The children will become quieter as they eat and they will 
not rush through their lunches. When they know that their 
class will have an opportunity to record a cafeteria program, 
their interest will mount. 
Such tapes need not be played every day. Children 
should learn how to enjoy each other's company by having 
opportunities for conversation, too. ( p. 23) 
CONCERTS Both choral and instrQmental concerts given by 
the children of the elementary school can be taped for their 
enjo3ment later during the year. These might be used during 
a lunch hour in the cafeteria or by a local radio station as 
part of a public relations program. (51:59) 
Frequently concerts are given in the local community. 
These concerts are usually too late at night for the elemen-
tary school children to attend. Recordings made of these 
professional and semi-professional groups could bring these 
concerts back to school for use there. 
Tapes can be made of out-of-town performances of 
musical groups, too. (72: 13) 
CREATIVE An incomplete creative song by the class may be 
preserved on a tape recording until the class has time to 
finish it. On play-back they can hear how far they were 
able to go and pick it up from there. This is also very 
helpful to a teacher who may have difficulty in writing down 
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the music ror this created melody. Once the melody is 
completed the entire song may be recorded ror the enjoyment 
or all classes. 
LIBRARY The school can easily and quickly build a music 
library rrom FM and TV music programs. Some radio stations 
broadcast programs expressly ror home recording. 
Single play phonograph records can be converted into 
long-playing library selections on tape. Phonograph records 
that have constant use by teachers do not last long. It 
might be well to tape record these and other valuable 
records. In this way, they become a permanent part or a 
taped musical library. (69:unpaged) 
MONOTONES~:- Exercises ror monotones or children who have 
partial tone dearness can be put on tape. The tapes may be 
used individually with the child matching notes he hears on 
the tape. He is able to hear on play-back his exact mistakoo 
and weaknesses. The tape may be erased ror use by another 
child. Repetition or these exercises will help these 
children with musical problems. (p. 20) 
QUIETING BROUPS->~ Calm, soft music has a quieting arfect on 
children. On dark stormy days, it might be well to have the 
tape recorder playing sort music when the children enter the 
room. They will 11 settle down 11 more readily. Younger 
79 
children will enjoy soft music during rest hours. The music 
may be combined with a story if it is desired. Ivlore children 
will relax and rest quietly to music. (p. 22) 
RECORDING FOR EVALUATION* A voice or instrument recording 
can be made and listened to for analysis. Errors in tone, 
pace, notes, rhythm, pitch or scale can then accurately be 
pointed out to the children. Crescendos, diminuendos, and 
accented notes have more meaning when the effect is heard. 
Progressive recordings can be made and played to encourage 
the group with their own progress. This nethod of tape 
recording is most beneficial in preparing for a concert, 
operetta or special program. {p. 21) 
RECORDING RHYTHM ACTIVITIES, SINGING GAMES, AND DANCES-l:- The 
lack of pianos in classrooms or teachers to play them need 
not hamper rhythm activities in the elementary school. 
Music for this purpose may be tape recorded. Space between 
the different types and tempos of music may be left on the 
tape or for more advanced groups the music could be run 
together. Where rhythm records are used a great deal, the 
teacher will find tape more satisfactory. 
All types of singing games and dances can be taped. 
Directions or calls may be put on the tape to accompany each 
dance. In this way, the teacher is able to watch the group 
and give assistance where it is needed. This is also 
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helpful to the teacher who is unfamiliar with the singing 
games and dances. She need not be afraid of teaching them. 
After listening to them several times, she learns them with 
the children. 
Such tape recordings may be made from dance phonograph 
records or with the assistance of the physical education 
department. (p. 22-23) 
TEACHING->:· Some teachers do not feel confident enough to 
teach music to their group. They, themselves, may be mono-
tones or completely non-musical. They may be new teachers 
who are unfamiliar with song material or they may be substi-
tutes only temporarily in the classroom. The tape recorder 
can be an indispensable aid to them. 
The music supervisor can tape record syllable work, 
rote songs and other material from the suggested monthly 
outline for these teachers to use. The children can listen 
to the tape and sing with the recording until the notes or 
song is learned. Later they may record the song for the 
music supervisor's next visit. 
'VVhen children have difficulty learning two-part or 
three-part music, the tape recorder is of ~eat assistance. 
The entire class records the melody on tape. They practice 
the second part alone and then sing it with the taped melody. 
Once the two-parts have been learned, they can be recorded. 
The same procedure would be used with the third part until 
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finally a recording is made of the complete song. Using 
tape for this purpose is very beneficial. It is very easy 
to reverse the tape or stop it to concentrate on one particu-
lar section. A pianist is not needed either for these 
practice s e s s i o ns • ( p • 2 0 ) 
Programs of combined orchestra and chorus are difficult 
for elementary school children. Both voice and orchestra 
can be recorded separately for practice use by the other 
group. The children do not become bored listening to repe-
tition after repetition by the other group. When each group 
is ready, the two may be combined for final rehearsals. The 
complete program will be more readily prepared when tape is 
used. (p. 22) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Tape recordings can be made giving directions 
for calisthenics, marching or other exercises during physical 
education classes. This leaves the teacher free to help 
those children who need it. 
Rhythmic recordings, dances and singing games can also 
be put on tape ahead of time for class use or for teachers 
to borrow for their own class use. 
RADIO AND TELEVISION: Educational radio and television shows 
may be recorded for class use. If they are of lasting 
appeal, they should be filed in a tape library for use by 
other teachers and for future years. In schools where radio 
or television sets are not available, the tape recorder can 
become a very valuable machine. It fills the gap by bring-
ing fresh material into the classroom at a convenient time 
for the class. (69:unpaged) 
READING: 
BOOK REPORTS Tape recorded book reports will give the 
class enjoyment and they can be circulated from room to room 
during Book Week to add interest in reading and reporting. 
Language and reading are co~bined in such an activity. 
Allowing the children to occasionally record their reports 
will stimulate reading and reporting. When these reports 
are played back for the group, the children can analyze them 
and help each other to improve this type of reporting. It 
would be interesting to keep a recording of their first book 
reports of the year and compare this to a later recording 
made in the spring of the year. The results will amaze all 
who listen to them. 
CLASSICS The children's interest in literature or the 
classics can be greatly stimulated by preparing tape record-
ings of some selected works. This may be done in the form 
of a book report or summary. The tape recording may end 
with an incompleted story so the child will become interested 
in reading it for himself. Another approach would be to 
tell a complete story. At the end of the recording other 
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books or stories by the same author could be listed. Make 
the material on such tapes varied. More extensive reading 
will thus be stimulated. As the children do more o~ this 
type o~ reading, encourage them to make recordings o~ their 
own. 
DEVELOPMENr-::- Children need to be encouraged to read aloud 
even in the upper grades where this part o~ the reading 
program is ~requently neglected. Time does not allow the 
teacher to do as much o~ this as would be desired. It is 
possible, however, to have each individual in a reading 
group record several paragraphso~ his story at least once a 
week. A group leader can be responsible ~or the recording. 
The recording, when completed, can be evaluated by the 
group and teacher in a listening situation. The ~ollowing 
week, when the group records, they can improve upon their 
mistakes. When a group has done an especially good job, 
the recording could be sent to the lower grades ~or use 
during a "story time" or a rest period. Reading per~ormances 
will be greatly stimulated by this activity. {p. 6) 
Primary teachers have success~ully used the tape 
recorder with original stories. The children record their 
stories on tape. When time allows, the teacher makes a 
reading chart to go with the tape. The chart and the tape 
are used by the entire class to increase vocabulary and word 
relationships. (35:77) 
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DIAGNOSIS Teachers have found the tape recorder very 
useful in diagnosing children's reading problems. Once the 
recording is made, they may play it at a time when their 
whole attention can be devoted to it for careful analysis. 
Frequently, this is impossible to do during a reading group. 
(24:111) 
EVALUATION The tape recorder adds motivation toward better 
reading habits. A child is able to hear his pronunciation, 
enunciation and rate of reading. Difficult words, repetition 
of words, phrases or sentences are revealed to him. He 
becomes aware of his problems and eager to remedy them. 
The recorder may be used in such a situation by the individu-
al alone or by the entire group. (23:29) 
OUTLINING Outlining is a new skill which is taught as part 
of the reading program in the upper grades. Once the 
children have been exposed to outlining from their reading 
books, the tape recorder may be used to help develop this 
skill. The children could follow dittoed outlines of short 
stories which were tape recorded by the teacher. From this, 
they could see how the outline developed into that particu-
lar story. The teacher could tape several short outlines 
for the children to copy. From these they would write a 
story following the outline and record their finished 
products. Another more complicated tape could be made on 
which a story is told for them to outline. It would be 
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necessary for the children to listen to the story several 
times or even stop the recording at certain ~arts while 
the~r took notes. 
A whole reading group or individuals could work v<'ith 
such tapes while the teacher was busy elsewhere in the room 
or with another group. Discussions of the results could be 
done in the reading group and evaluations made at that time. 
The children might like to make up their own outlines 
to 11 swap 11 • From the outline, a story would be developed. 
As the child finished, he could tape his outline first and 
then his story. The outline could be written on the chalk-
hoard for all to see as they listen to the story. In this 
way, the exercise becomes one in which the entire class is 
involved as critics. 
PHONICS For some children learning different sounds is 
very difficult and it requires much patience and repetition. 
Vowel and consonant drills can be taped for these children. 
These tapes wi 11 be far more satisfactory than any worksheet 
the teacher may devise. A sound has to be heard to be 
recognized. Taping sounds is more meaningful than the 
printed word would be for these children. The tapes may be 
set up as many vvorksheets are. Space can be left for the 
child to respond on the tape with the answers. VI/hen the 
tape is 9l'3.:Jed bs.clc, the child himself can hear whether he 
has copied the same sound correctly or changed it. Practice 
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in syllabication and accenting syllables may be recorded, too, 
for children who need extra help. The teacher may use tapes 
like these from one year to the next. 
POETRY Poetry reading often becomes lost in the reading 
progTam of the elementary school. In no other type of read-
ing do inflection, rate and variety of pitch in speaking 
carry more importance to meaning. Children should be 
encouraged to tape record their readings of poems. Play-
backs of their recordings will be most revealing to them. 
Tapes may be made of contemporaries reading their poems 
or tapes made from poetry reading phonograph records which 
are available. These will add interest and stimulus to 
poetry. 
The children might like to record their own original 
poems when finished. Tapes of their poetry reading may be 
shared by the whole group for evaluation or enjoyment. 
They may also serve as stimulus for another class in such 
an activity. 
PROBLEMS~:- vVhen it is possible for a child to hear himself 
read on a tape play-back, he is made aware of his difficul-
ties and is more eager to improve them. (p. 7) 
It is beneficial to all the children, if periodically, 
a tape recording is made of their reading on their own 
individual tape. This serves as a measure of their success 
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and improvement. The play-back at the end of the school 
year will be amazing to all of them. 
Children often have difficulty with new words that are 
introduced in each story of their reading book. A teacher 
could pre-record these words for a reading group. The word 
may be pronounced, the paragraph and page number given for 
the new word and the word repeated. Timing on this record-
ing would be important for the child has to locate the word. 
The child would then write each new word on paper. When the 
tape is finished, the child finds the word in the dictionary, 
if it is necessary to find out its meaning, and lastly, 
writes the word in a sentence of his own. 
PROJECC:I_lS Variety in a reading pro2-::ram adds interest. Here 
is a suggestion for the upper grades that might be fun to 
try. It could be done with any book either as a class 
project or as a reading group project. The story is tape 
recorded by the children. It can be like a play with each 
child talcing a different part and the narrator reading the 
descriptions. If the story is long, the children can 
rewrite it to suit their needs. 
Etched glass in sheets of Jtu by 4n are used to sketch 
with pencil pictures that will accompany the story. Later 
the pictures are painted with materials effpecially made for 
this purpose. These may be purchased at any photographic 
store. The finished slides are put in proper sequence and 
numbered. This 11 ta lking picture b ook 11 could be used in 
the different classrooms during Book Week, for a parents' 
program or merely the enjoyment of the classes. The 
finished product should become part or the school tape 
library collection. Ir other classes shared the enthusiasm, 
it wouldn't take long to add several classics or stories 
to the tape library complete with slides. (33:54) 
READIN'~SS~<- Tape recordings or a variety or sounds will help 
train children's ears and get them ready to hear different 
sounds in reading. Suggestions ror such sounds may be found 
in this study under GAMES FOR PARTY FUN: IDENTIFICATION OF 
SOUNDS. 
Several rhyming words can be taped for the children to 
finish the list with as many as they can. Jingles or poems 
can be started with the last words missing. Listing words 
that all have the same beginning or ending sound could also 
be star ted on tape for the children to .finish. The children 
nay want to record their own poems, jingles or stories. The 
teacher can record a story and stop the tape at a strategic 
place. She may then ask the children what will happen next 
or what they would like to have happen next. After the 
discussion, continue playing the tape to see what really 
does happen. Children will learn from this type of exercise 
good listening habits. The teacher is able to check on 
comprehension or material and the reasoning ability of her 
g:roup. 
-• 
The more interest and enthusiasm that can be built f'or 
stories, books and sounds; the easier reading will become 
f'or these children. ( p.. 6) 
RECORDING FOR PARENT CONFERENCES Parents are especially 
interested in their children's reading ability. It frequent-
ly becomes dif'ficult to explain problems, progress or areas 
where special help is needed. If the teacher has had each 
child record several paragraphs on his individual reading 
tape, this may be played f'or the parent. They can hear f'or 
themselves just how well their child is progressing. 
Periodically during the year, the child should add more to 
his reading tape. This becomes a very ready record of his 
progress to share with his parents. To have a more normal 
reading, it perhaps would be best not to tell the child 
that his parents will hear the tape until af'ter the record-
ing is made and he and the teacher have listened to it 
together. (68:1) 
RECORDING FOR THE NEXT GRADE Not only could individual 
recordings be used with parents, but they could also be of' 
value to the teacher who is receiving the child in the 
next grade. In many schools, children are not passed on as 
a whole class. The children are ttscrambled 11 f'or the next 
grade in an ef'f'ort to add interest and stimulation to the 
class groups. A teacher, who is receiving children f'rom 
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several different rooms, would welcome reading tape record-
ings to help her plan her reading groups and program for 
the year. These could be passed on in June so the teacher 
would have them at her disposal during the summer months. 
SCIENCE 
COMMENTARIES FOR FILMSTRIPS Filmstrips are available to 
the elementary schools in the field of science and many 
schools are building a science filmstrip library; however, 
the commentary which accompanies each picture on these film-
strips is frequently too technical and complicated for the 
classes' use. This means that the teacher on previewing 
the filmstrip either eliminates it from her plans or has 
to translate each commentary for her group as she shows it. 
Use the purchased filmstrip, but tape record your own 
commentary to accompany it. You know how deeply your class 
has covered the materia 1. You know the points that were 
emphasized and the points that y-ou would like the class to 
remember. 
Another idea might be to show the filmstrip to the 
class and as a culminating activity have them tape record 
their own commentary far it. Taped commentaries, once 
completed, can be labelled and filed with the filmstrip for 
use by other rooms or for another school year. In this way, 
more filmstrips can bring important material and information 
to the class. The children may want to make their own 
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filmstrip and commentary. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS Frequently, a teacher will have 
committees working on problems related to one specific 
science topic. The committees do their research independent-
ly and are brought together as a whole group to pool their 
information. The tape recorder can be used in many ways 
with committees. Each committee chairman could summarize 
on tape the progress of his group. This tape could be 
played for the whole class. In this way, the class would 
l{now the progress of all the other committees in the room. 
The tape could be played at the beginning of their next 
committee meeting. This would remind them of where they 
left off and just what else needs to be accomplished. 
When the group has completed their research, they 
could tape record their reports or the recorder could be 
used by them as an aid in preparing their final reports for 
the whole class. 
The teacher may want to tape record the final reports 
of the committees for evaluation purposes. It may be, too, 
that the class has found some valuable information which 
could be shared with another class. If a tape recording 
has been made, the material will be readily available for 
their use. 
CULMINATING ACTIVITY A science unit may have a culminating 
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activity other than just committee reports. The children's 
work may lead to a Science Fair, to the making of their own 
movie or filmstrip, the building of a doll house that is 
equipped with electricity or diaramas complete with live 
volcanoes. Vfuatever the activity, the story should be 
preserved on tape. Parents will enjoy sharing them at 
conferences or at an Open House. They can serve as a review 
of the year 1 s work in science and also help the teacher to 
plan her science program for another year. 
If a Science Fair or exhibit is planned, taped 
directions can be played over the P. A. system for the 
visitors. This could tell them where to start, significant 
things to look for as they move from exhibit to exhibit and 
may even include the children's own explanations of the 
exhibits. 
EXPJ<::RIMENTS Children in the elementary school are fasci-
nated by science experiments. Science experiments lend 
themselves readily to tape. The name of the experiment, 
materials needed for the experiment, objectives of the 
experiment and the steps of the experiment may all be given 
on tape. As the children complete the experiment, they may 
record their discoveries on the same tape. They may make 
other experiments of their own and tape these for their 
classmates to try. 
It may be that the teacher would like to photograph 
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each step of the experiment. These photographs could then 
be accompanied by a taped commentary by the children. This 
would be excellent for demonstration purposes either with 
other classes or at P. T. A. gatherings. 
FIELD TRIPS Science field trips are often taken by a 
class--a nature walk, a trip to the Geology Department of 
the local college, a museum or an afternoon at a nearby 
power plant. The tape recorder should accompany the group 
to '•catchn their reactions, questions and the comments of 
the guide. A play-back of this recording upon return to 
school would be valuable in a discussion and evaluation of 
the trip. 
INTERVIEWS In many•communities, there are people whose 
livelihood requires a scientific knowledge. They may be 
biologists, chemists, astronomers, geologists, gardeners, 
farmers or doctors. Planning to have a tape recorded 
interview with these people can bring much valuable infor-
mation into the classrooms. Busy work schedules are not 
interrupted and those, who would be embarrassed to speak 
personally, are frequently willing to be interviewed in 
their o~m homes by a class committee. 
SOUNDS~;. Nature study and science can become more realistic 
for smaller children when recordings are made of the sounds 
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or nature--the winiand rain, the ocean breakers, the 
rustling or tree leaves, the singing or birds, the sounds 
or animals, (barks, neighs, growls, cries, bleats and grunts) 
the roar or an airplane or train and the humming or machineso 
These recordings may also be used by the upper grades in a 
study unit on Sound. (53:46) 
A tape or common local bird calls can be made which 
can accompany large photographs or drawings or the birds. 
These may be used to teach names, appearances and calls or 
these birds. ( p. 28 ) 
TAPED BIOGRAPHIES Biographies or some or the scientists 
may be tape recorded to accompany a science unit. These 
may be done by the teacher or the children themselves. 
These tapes could be kept as part or a tape library when 
they are completed. 
TAPED SCIENCE RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMS Frequently the 
radio and television have science programs which, ir taped, 
can be used in the dlassrooms. Educational television 
channels run weekly programs especially ror children in the 
rield or science. Don't neglect to collect this material 
on the tape recorder ror school use. A science tape library 
can be expanded quickly this way. 
SELF TUTORING AND DRILL: Ir you teach any subjects in which 
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drill can be profitably utilized, tape would be of assist-
ance to you. Here are seven su3gestions for making such 
tapes and they would apply no matter what the subject area. 
These suggestions were taken from the May, 1950, N.E.A. 
Journal. 
1. Design the tape so the user will have a lot to 
recite. Time your spacing between problems or examples and 
allow time for the student to respond. Interpolate answers, 
as necessary, so the student can check his response. 
2. Let the purpose of the tape determine its length. 
3. Have dittoed directions to accompany the tape. 
u. Let the students know what you expect of them 
through the use of the tape and have them continue to work 
with it until they have reached that degree of proficiency. 
5. Record the tapes at a slower pace than you think 
is necessary. This will avoid complications. 
6. Keep the listeners' interest by varying the content 
and pace of the recording. 
7. Seek honest criticism of the recordings from those 
using them in an effort to improve them. ( 18:37 0) 
SOCIAL STUDIES: 
COHMITTEE REPORTS-.;:- Committees working independently can 
keep their classmates informed by making a brief recording 
of their accomplishments. Each day the committee chairman 
may make his report on tape. This helps to keep the class 
together when it is played for the whole L~oup. Questions 
and suggestions by the other class members are incorporated 
in the discussion for use by the committees. Thus tape 
recordings can help in planning and evaluating the work 
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being done. At the end of the unit, these tapes may be used 
for review. (p. 26) 
The children may wish to use the tape recorder in 
planninc.: their final committee report. They can criticize 
and correct their errors immediately on play-back and this 
will help the~ to prepare a more complete and interesting 
report for the class. Occasionally, they should be allowed 
to present their final report on tape. (30:249) 
CURRENT EVENTS Most classes subscribe to the nweekly 
Reader 11 or some other forrr. of newspaper for the purpose of 
helping children become more aware of what is going on in 
the world around them. Certain children could be responsi-
ble for tape recording a summarized dated report of 
sic;nificant happenings from their weekly newspapers. Other 
children could add to this report important news events 
heard over the radio and television. This could be kept for 
the year or however long is des ired. It will give the 
children yractice in summarizins, reporting and distinguish-
ing between significant and trivial events. It will also 
serve to illustrate how quickly changes take place in the 
world. A separate science events tape could be made in this 
way. (Admin. Class) 
DRAI.lATIZA'l1IONS->~ The culrr.inating activity of a historical 
unit may be a dramatization. The entire class can become 
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involved in such an activity--some writing the script, some 
acting the parts and some taking the responsibility of 
recording sound effects. The C.B.S. program, "You Are There 11 
has proven to be highly sue cessful as a pattern for the 
class to follow in such dramatizations. The tape recorder 
may be used during practice performances to point out weak 
spots if it is desired. The final performance is taped and 
can be used by other classes. The children may decide to 
invite their parents in to hear their work, too. (p. 27) 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS->:- Tape exchange programs are gaining 
popularity in the elementary school., Such programs may be 
carried on at any grade level. If your class is studying 
about the farm, tape exchanges with children living in farm 
areas would be interesting and stimulating for them. If 
foreign countries are being studied, here again, tapes can 
be exchanged. The children have an opportunity to listen 
and talk to children in other parts of the country or world. 
Their questions are answered in a more meaningful way. 
Photographs and picture postcards may be sent to accompany 
the tape recording. Nothing is breakable for mailing and 
the mailing cost is nominal. (p. 27) 
:More information on this may be obtained from the Hi-Fi 
Tape Recording magazine or the International Tape Exchange 
Program, Educational Screen, 2000 Lincoln Park West, 
Chicago 14, Illinois. 
98 
Tape exchanges within this country may be arranged 
through teachers or friends who live and work in different 
sections of the country. More specific suggestions for such 
tapes might include the class preparing a history, geography, 
climate, economics and resources tape of their local town or 
city for exchange. Tapes may be made that tell about them-
selves--students interviewing each other, hobbies, school 
subjects, sports, songs and extra curricular activities. 
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A scrapbook may be made by the children including photographs, 
postcards, folders, maps, newspapers and pictures drawn in 
class to accompany a tape. The children will supply the 
initiative, interest and enthusiasm for exchange projects. 
(22:L~6 and 52:65) 
FIELD TRIPS~:- The tape recorder can be an aid on field trips 
to the farm, fire station, post office, museum, etc. The 
children's reactions, questions and remarl{:S by your guide 
can all be recorded on tape. The noises of the animals, 
sirens and mail sorters are all included. On play-back, the 
children relive their trip and the tape furnishes an 
excellent means for further discussion and evaluation. It 
could also be used the following year with pictures from 
books, magazines or the children's own illustrations in 
preparation for a similar field trip. If a camera is avail-
able, color slides can be made of the field trips to 
accompany tape recordings. The experiences then become very 
real. (p. 27 and 25:90) 
-
FILMSTRIPS The teacher may tape record her own commentary 
for filmstrips or slides already available in the school. 
Vocabulary may be adjusted to suit her age group or different 
problems emphasized. The script should be brief and concise. 
The recording may be stopped at any point for further 
discussion and additional com~ent or questions by the 
childrenG Materials in the school which otherwise would go 
unused, take on new meaning and become a valuable part of the 
social studies program. These tapes could be shared by 
other teachers at the same grade level. 
LOCAL INTERVIE\'LIS~:· When the class is studying local his tory 
or state history, the tape recorder can be very useful. 
Interviews by a class committee or the teacher can be 
arranged with uold timersn in the community. These inter-
views can be recorded for class use not only this year but 
in future years. Information which cannot be found in books 
is preserved on tape. It can be shared by all the classes. 
Class reports accompanied by a taped interview, add interest 
to the social studies program. (pp. 26-27) 
Such interviews may be extended to include local 
merchants, government officials, city employees or citizens 
concerned with specific issues or projects. The list of 
such resources is almost endless. (29:274) 
MAKING 110VIES~:- Home-made movies are fun for children in the 
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elementary school. Each child draws a picture a certain 
size on a long strip of paper. Their pictures tell a certain 
part of a predetermined story. When the strip is completed, 
it is attached to rollers and run through a box resembling 
a television. Taping a commentary to accompany your next 
class movie of the state's history or the country's early 
history adds interest and enthusiasm to the project as well 
as creating ~any more learning experiences for the children. 
A light behind the pictures, as they are rolled, makes them 
visible. The taped commentary, musical background and 
sound effects add realism to your 11 home-madeu movies. This 
would make good material for an assembly program, Open House, 
or P. T. A. meeting when completed. (p. 15 and 45:33-34) 
MAP SKILlS Al'ID DRILlS Map reading is very exciting for 
many children. Other children find it very difficult and 
require extra help with this skill. Pick out several book-
size maps which you have in the classroom. Make sure at 
least one of them is very simple and easily read. Slowly 
tape record an explanation of the map Ldving the child 
directions as you explain to move his finger to usuch and 
such11 a place. After the complete st ary of the map, ask 
the child questions about it. He should v~ite the answers 
on paper using the map to help him. VVhen the questions are 
completed, have the child correct his paper from the taped 
answers. Mistakes may be corrected by listening to the tape 
again. 
Boston University 
School of Education 
Library 
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Several step by step explanations of different kinds of 
maps will help those children who find map reading difficult. 
Other tapes could be made for the more advanced students in 
which only questions were asked about a certain map. The 
answers should be given at the end of the tape so the child 
may checl{ his own paper. Q.uestions that are not understood 
should be clarified by the teacher. As children become more 
adept at map reading, some of them might like to record a 
study tape to accompany a certain map for the rest of the 
class to us e • 
ON-THE-SPOT RECORDINGS-:~ Use a tape recorder to make 
recordings of events which take place after school hours. 
This should include not only radio and television programs, 
but also current happenings in the community which have a 
significant part in the local history. Celebrations, 
dedications, ground-breaking ceremonies, etc. may be shared 
on tape by this year's class as well as future classes.(p.30) 
Frequently, guests come to school to speak to a 
particular class in connection with a unit of work in that 
room. A police officer's talk on "safety11 for example can 
be used for further discussion purposes, a review at the end 
of the unit or later in the year if it has been preserved on 
tape. It may also be shared by other classes. 
QUIZZES* Quizzes for social studies can be put on tape 
102 
instead of dittoed. This will be especially beneficial to 
the slow reader. The tape needs to be spaced so the children 
will have time to mark their papers 11 true 11 or 11false 11 , write 
the missing word for the taped sentence, identify what some-
thing means or write a definition for a new social studies 
vocabulary word. At the end of the tape the children can 
check their answers from the tape. Anything that needs to 
be clarified can be discussed again after the children have 
corrected their papers. (p. 26) 
RADIO AND TELEVISION-><- There are often on the radio and 
television programs of historical nature which could well 
enrich the social studies at school. Taping some of the 
historical plays, debates, interviews, great speeches or 
news broadcasts can be material for classroom use. These 
recordings can be edited in advance to eliminate unwanted 
rna terial. ( p • JO) 
TEACHING GROUP PROCEDURE Helping children learn to work 
as a committee is frequently a very difficult task for the 
teacher. vVhen children are having their first experiences 
with this type of research work, it might be well for the 
teacher to tape their discussions while they are 11 on their 
own 11 in their committees. Each group or committee could be 
heard on a tape play-back. This could be used by the 
teacher and children for evaluative purposes. The weak 
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spots and areas ror improvement could be beard. Children 
monopolizing the conversations, those not co-operating, 
those not sticking to the topics and chairman dominating the 
group will all have more meaning when the children hear ror 
themselves. i~en discussed by the entire group, they can 
be given more direction and guidance in this kind or work. 
Other tape recordings could be made later on the same tape 
or their committee meetings. The children will be amazed 
at their own progress. 
TRAVELOGUES Teachers can take their travels back to school 
by tape recording a commentary to accompany their own slides 
or photographs. Some of the people you meet on the street 
may be interviewed, the music and sounds or the towns and 
cities, and your own com~ents may also be included. This 
adds interest in the slides and photographs. If you have 
visited a foreign countr» part or the commentary could be 
in the roreign language of that country. This is always 
interesting to children. (10:347 and 61:249) 
Friends or residents in the community may have slides 
they would be willing to lend. You may tape your own 
commentary to accompany them or perhaps the owners would be 
willing to do so. Frequently, children in your own class-
room take unusual trips which they could share with the 
class. Together with their parents, they could make a tape 
recording to explain their pictures. 
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The world we live in can become alive for children in 
this way. 
SPECIAL HOLIDAYS: In many schools there is little material 
available to the teachers on special holidays. George 
Washington's Birthday, Lincoln's Birthday, St. Patrick's Day, 
St. Valentine 1 s Day and others many times are neglected for 
this reason. The children are aware of the holidays which 
have become a part of our American Heritage, but they know 
little or nothing about them. Taped holiday programs to be 
used ty the teachers would be a valuable aid. You may help 
your school build such a collection by recording stories 
from the radio, television, stories which you have found in 
library books and even some of the music which is associated 
with the holiday. Some holiday tapes may be purchased from 
tape manufacturing companies and others can be duplicated 
on your own school tape from tape libraries. 
SPELLING: 
EXERCISES All types of oral and written spelling exercises 
and drills lend themselves to tape. New words may be intro-
duced to the class on tape. A sentence may be given with a 
new spelling word missing. The child looks at his book and 
writes the word on paper. The definition of a rew spelling 
word may be given on tape. After hearing the definition, 
the child refers to his book, if recessary, and writes the 
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word on paper. Other tapes may be made of uscramb les il• 
The child writes the scrambled word on his paper and after 
looking at all the letters, writes the new spelling word 
properly. The children can tape their own sentences using 
the new spelling words. They can play their sentences back 
and try to improve them by adding more descriptive words. 
This wi 11 help them to increase their vocabulary, use words 
corr•ectly in a sentence and build sentences that are more 
interesting than 11 This is a cat. 11 • 
Other tapes can be made on which the teacher pronounces 
each. new word at intervals. This allows the children time 
to v~ite the word without the use of their spelling books. 
The spelling word is repeated and spelled. If anyone has 
misspelled the word, they have to rewrite it. The children 
can go back at the end of the tape and rewrite all their 
misspelled words again. 
All of these tapes can be used with the entire group 
or individuals may work on them by themselves. 
TESTS OR CONTESTS Spelling tests may be varied b~r cor.:-
b~nin;:_: any of the s:Jalling dri 11 work exercises. Just the 
words may be given for the children to write, dictated 
sentences or a short paragraph using the words. When using 
a paragraph, it would be best for the children to listen to 
the entire paragraph first before v~iting it. In any 
dictation work, the space intervals on the tape are very 
important. 
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Each week, if preferred, one child could be chosen bv 
'-' 
the group to tape the spelling test. He would have to 
practice his pronunciation, sentences or story before it is 
recorded. This adds interest in good spelling habits and 
diction. Once the lesson is recorded, he is able to take 
the test along with the other children and any absent 
children can refer to the tape for their make-up work. 
(survey) 
Spelling contests may be put on tape, too. Enough 
space should be left between the words for the child to 
spell his word before the next is given. (4:168) 
TAPE CLUBS: 
IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.;" Clubs in the elementary school 
are usually non-existant; however, forming a tape club in 
your building can be a rewarding experience for everyone. 
Several children (third grade and up) can be taught how to 
operate the tape recorder. Once they have passed an 
operational test, an operator's card can be presented to 
them. This makes their club membership more official. The 
operator's card enables the child to operate the machine. 
He knows how to record, rewind, play-back and erase. These 
children not only can do the recording for their own class 
work, but r.1ay be ttborrowedn by teachers in the lower grades 
to do recording. It is often easier for a teacher in the 
lower grades to have someone else do the recording so she 
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is rree to work with the group herselr. These operators can 
also tape rield trips, interviews, concerts, plays and radio 
and television programs. This can become an interesting and 
rewarding hobby to these children. They may also become 
interested in making their own club tapes to exchange with 
other schools in this or roreign countries. From these 
exchanges, they have an opportunity to learn new techniques 
and more iTirormation. (p. 5l) •• ,See Appendix B for Tape 
Clubs ror Children) 
Tape Club members could record student interviews on 
questions or interest to all in the school. News and polls 
ror the school newspapers could be gathered in this way. 
(72:11} 
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH COOPERATION Tape Clubs in the junior 
and senior high schools can help furnish the elementary 
school with recordings, too. Programs or interest in the 
dirrerent buildings may be shared. Dramatic high school 
groups can have plays and skits taped ror the younger 
children's enjoyment. Speakers, visitors and oral reports 
can be shared. 
One project for the Tape Club would be to tape an 
orientation program for the sixth and eighth graders. The 
use or slides to accompany the tape can make the entrance 
into junior and senior high a less rrightening experience. 
The Photography Club might wish to join the Tape Club in 
planning such a progpam. 
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Joint meetings of the elementary, junior and senior 
Tape Clubs could be arranged. At such meetings, the club 
could plan for group projects, special programs or exchange 
tapes. The sharing and the pooling of their information 
will stimulate interest in the club and the work they are 
doing. 
TAPE RECORDING LIBRARIES: 
SCHOOL r.~DE Many pr Ot_Q:'ams during the school year tape 
recorded by the individual classes will be of lasting value 
not only to that particular teacher but by other teachers 
in the building. These should be carefully labelled and 
stored. 
During the year each class could be told they will 
r::al-:e a perr.'!anent recording. The class will choose the 
children by voice and expression. Those children not 
actually recording can help to illustrate the story. Their 
pictures could be filed with the tape in the library 
collection. The taped library collection would quickly 
grow under these circumstances. 
STATE AND ~TATIONAL~<- In many states the State Department of 
Public Education or the Audio-Visual Department of the State 
University are operating what are called "Tapes for Teach-
inc; Centers a. They have a wide variety of educational tapes 
for school use at all grade levels. The same is true at a 
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national level through the Department of Audio-Visual 
Ins true tion of the Na tiona 1 2duca tion Association. Cata-
losues are available to those requesting them complete with 
order blanks. A teacher desiring any material sends a 
blank tape to the library requesting a particular program 
on the order blank. Her tape is returned with the program 
requested taped for her use. There is no charge except 
r.1ailinc; costs unless the teacher wishes to purchase a 
cooplete tape. (p. 50) It would be an impossible task 
for this ·vvri tor to list all the available rna teria 1 here. 
For r.1ore information about taped programs contact any of 
tho Tape Library listings in Appendix C. 
TEACHERS ONLY: 
ABSENT TEACHERS When a teacher is ill and has to be away 
from the class for any length of time, the tape recorder 
can keep her informed of the class' activities. The children 
will enjoy making such tapes. Assignments and personal 
r::essages r.18.y be recorded by the absent teacher and sent to 
tho class. The adjustment upon return will not be as 
difficult for the teacher or the children. (48 :~.19) 
BEGINNING TEACHERS A tape recording made by a veteran 
teacher while teaching her group can be very helpf'ul to a 
beginning teacher. The recording may be played over and 
over again and parts that have been missed on an actual 
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visit do not slip by. Ideally, the recording should be made 
while the beginning teacher is visiting in that room. Not 
only could the recording be played back, but the new teacher 
would have felt the room atmosphere, had the personal contact, 
and been able to watch expressions and reactions to the 
activities. The tape recording would then become even more 
neaningful to her. (6:IX Introduction and 69:unpaged) 
CASE HISTORIES In many schools case histories or anecdotal 
records are kept on each child. The tape recorder can be 
helpful to the teacher in writing these. A separate tape 
can be used for each child and as things of importance 
happen the teacher can record these happenings. At the end 
of the year or whenever wanted, she can play-back the tape 
and from her recording write her report. (69:unpaged) 
CSILD STUDY In large classes, it is impossible for the 
teacher to learn as much about each child as she would like. 
The tape recorder can help in studying the personality 
development of her class. Play it during committee work, 
free play, vwrk periods, as the children enter the room in 
the morning, as they are getting ready to leave for lunch 
and again at closing. The play-back of their conversations 
will be most enlightening. 
DISCIPLINE Al'ID GUIDANCE·::- The tape recorder can be an aid 
in many discipline problems. If the class goes completely 
11 Wild 11 whenever the teacher steps out of the room, a tape 
recording of the confusion when played bacl{ for the children 
to hear can be very valuable in discussion. Especially 
noisy or disturbing children can hear themselves and the 
number of times the teacher has to remind them "to get to 
work''. Frequently, children's quarrels, if taped, become 
silly and foolish on play-back. By taping discipline 
problems, the situation becomes more real and vital to the 
children. Discussions of these tapes by the teacher and 
children can help the teacher .f'urnish the necessary guidance 
to the group. The class is stimulated toward self-discipline 
in this way. (p. 43, 35:77 and 69:unpaged) 
EVALUATION A teacher can record her classroom activities 
and obtain an objective evaluation of her own methods, 
techniques and delivery. This may be done by herself or 
in cooperation with the principal. An occasional recording 
of a lesson may be done ~head of time and analyzed in the 
same manner. This will help to improve the actual class 
presentation because problems in material or delivery can 
be corrected beforehand. (13:33-34; 21:378; 69:unpaged and 
72:20) 
EXCHANGE OF TAPES Teachers can record their ovvn teaching 
of their class and exchange it with another teacher in 
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another school. This can improve teaching techniques and 
also disseminate methods among schools. Ideas may be 
exchanged in this way, too. Ir a teacher has completed a 
very successful project with her group, this information 
may be passed along for another teacher to share. Teachers 
are always looking far new ideas. This is one way to get 
them and in detail without a lot of work involved. 
(6:IX Introduction and 72:20) 
MEETING PREPARA'J.liONS Teachers can save valuable time by 
recording excerpts from professional magazines and periodi-
cals which have pertinent information on school problems. 
Information for committee work can also be taped. This is 
easier than a \~itten report and can also be referred to as 
often as needed by other teachers, parents or the principal. 
The tape recorder will be an aid to a teacher who is 
speaking at a P.T.A., child study group or to parents at an 
Open House. 
on play-back. 
The speech can be pre-recorded and evaluated 
The teacher has an opportunity to correct 
errors and edit her speech before final presentation. 
PARENT CONFERENCES·:~ The tape recorder can play recordings 
of the teacher actually teaching the class and individual 
recordings of each child participating in the various 
school activities. This ~dll make parent-teacher conferences 
more successful because the parents hear for themselves 
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their child's acconplisbnents and problems. 
The teacher can use the tape recorder to help her plan 
her conference. Difficult conferences can be taped ahead 
of time and evaluated by the teacher. 11 Touchy" situations 
can be better planned in this way. 
After each conference, notes far parent conference 
reports may be recorded by the teacher to be written later 
for the files. In this way, notes may be made before they 
are forgotten, confused or the next conference begins. 
(p. 7; 2:30; and 72:18) 
STUDENT TEACHERS The tape recorder will help student 
teachers evaluate their work and the class being taught. 
Recordings can be made for evaluation vrith the teacher or 
with the student teacher's supervisor. Strengths and weak-
nesses can more readily be brought out when the activity 
has been taped. The tape can be stopped at any point for 
further discussion or any troublesome spot played over 
again for more careful analysis. Tapes made by the teacher 
and student teacher can be used to advantage when compared. 
Once they are made they may be played as often as necessary. 
(37:366 and 72:20) 
SUPERVISORS Supervisors can make use of the tape recorder 
to illustrate especially effective techniques for the 
benefit of beginning teachers and others needing help. 
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When the supervisor is in the classroom, the teacher may 
want to make a recording of' her own teaching which can be 
evaluated with the supervisor. This recording can be 
analyzed f'or ef'f'ective techniques. Together the supervisor 
and teacher can work out a more interesting, ef'f'ective and 
dynanic program. (46:228) 
SURPRISE RECORDING When your group has been having some 
special problems of' their own, surprise them by playing a 
recording of' their latest achievements. The bhildren will 
not only be pleased by their improvements but they will 
also be stimulated to work toward greater successes. 
TAPING THE DAILY PROGRAM By taping the daily program of' 
the class, the teacher has something which she can use f'or 
evaluation purposes herself' or play f'or parents at an Open 
House. The recording need only take samplings of' the 
children's activities--enough so anyone listening to the 
tape would recognize the activity. Such tapes would also 
be of' great value to substitute teachers who may be needed 
in that classroom. 
TAPING PROGRESS REPORTS Keeping a progress tape on each 
child f'or parent teacher c onf'erences will prove very 
valuable in discussing the child's growth and problems. 
Such tapes could include a sampling of' the child's reading, 
11.5 
arithmetic, spelling, language, science and social studies. 
vmatever subjects are decided upon, periodically the same 
subjects should be repeated on the same tape. In this way, 
a play-back would clearly show growth or lack or growth to 
the parent, teacher and child. The next year's teacher 
would rind such records helprul in planning her class 
program. ( 9: 5 and 7 0: 32 ) 
VOICE ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION-:~ By using the tape recorder in 
helping children to evaluate their ovm speech, they need 
not just take the teacher's word. Speech therapists have 
used the recorder to stimulate improvement and growth in 
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the schools ror many years. Now it is quickly becoming 
recognized that normal children need to improve pronunciation, 
enunciation, expression, patterns and pitch. Many schools 
have children record their voices on individual tapes at 
the beginning or the year and again periodically during the 
year on the same tape. Each time a recording is made it is 
played back ror analysis and discussion. At the end or the 
year, the complete tape is played and the child can hear 
his own progress. This usually proves to be a startling 
experience ror the child. (p. 6) 
VOICE RECORDING EXCHANGES: The exchange or speech material 
among schools in dirrerent sections or the country can 
become an interesting experience ror children, too. They 
have an opportunity to hear variations in pronunciations, 
colloquial speech habits and vocabulary. By listening to 
these tapes, they can check their accomplishments against 
those of other school children. (72 :7) 
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APPENDIX A 
APPENDIX A 
Addresses for Free Materials and Information 
American Foundation for the Blind 
l.S West 16th Street 
New York 11, New York 
American Printing House for the Blind, Inc. 
1839 Frank~fort Avenue 
Louisville 6, Kentucky 
American Television and Radio Company 
300 East Fourth Street 
St. Paul 1, Minnesota 
Ampex Audio, Inc. 
1020 Kifer Road 
Sunnyvale, California 
Audio-Visual Aids Service 
University of Illinois 
Division of University Extension 
Champaign, Illinois 
Audio-Visual Education Center 
University of Michigan 
Frieze Building 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
A-V Tape Libraries, Inc. 
730 Fifth Avenue 
New York 19, New York 
Bell and Howell 
7100 McCormick Road 
Chicago 45, Illinois 
Mr. Max u. Bildersee 
Audio Cardalog 
Box 1771 
Albany 1, New York 
Sister Mary Theresa Brentano 
Mt. St. Scholastica College 
Atchison, Kansas 
Brush Instruments 
Division of Clevite Corporation 
37th and Perkins 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 
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Columbia Records Sales Corporation 
799 Seventh Avenue 
New York 19, New York 
Department of Audio-Visual Instruction 
National Education Association 
1201 16th Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. c. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
Office of Education 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Educational Screen and Audio-Visual Guide 
2000 Lincoln Park West Building 
Chicago 14, Illinois 
Educational Services 
1730 Eye Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 
Educators Progress Service 
Randolph, Wisconsin 
Ere ona Corporation 
16 West 46th Street 
New York 36, New York 
Graflex Incorporated 
3750 Monroe Avenue 
Rochester 3, New York 
Major Joseph J. Kramp 
Hi Fi Tape Recording 
Mooney-Rowan Publications, Inc. 
Severna Park, Maryland 
Library of Congress 
Reference Department 
Division for the Blind 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Language Training Aids 
Language Center 
Boyds, Maryland 
Magnecord Division 
Midwestern Instruments, Inc. 
P. o. Box 7186 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Perkins School for the Blind 
Watertown 72, Massachusetts 
Radio Corporation of America 
Audio-Visual Products 
Camden 2, New Jersey 
Stereo-narti 
P. o. B-ox 2853 
Termina 1 Annex 
Los Angeles 54, California 
~r. Cecil s. Stowe 
Orr Industries, Incorporated 
Shar.1rock Circle 
Opelika, Alabama 
Tempo Record Company of America 
8766 Holloway Drive 
Hollywood 46, California 
University Workshop 
1625 Broadway 
New York 19, New York 
V-H Corporation 
280 Park Street 
Benton Harbor, Michigan 
Webster-Chicago Corporation 
5610 W. Bloomingdale Avenue 
Chicago 39, Illinois 
Wollensak Optical Company 
320 East 21st Street 
Chicago 16, Illinois 
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APPENDIX B 
Leading T~pe Clubs for Children 
1\:r. J. B. Baker 
United Recording Club 
2516 South Austin Boulevard 
Chicago 50, Illinois 
I.lr. Jan".es Greene 
Executive Secretary 
Tape-Respondents, International 
P. o. Box 125 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
I\lr. Harry Ha thews 
World Tape Pals 
P. 0. Box 9211 
Dallas, Texas 
National Tapespi~~ers 
Box 1LL8 
Paoli~ Pennsylvania 
T·Ir. Art Rubin 
International TapeWorms 
P. 0. Box 215 
Cedarhurst, Long Island 
Nevr York 
The Voicepondence Club 
Noe 1, Virginia 
~;2.00 annual dues-entire 
class 
~\iL~. 00 annual dues-entire 
class 
~PJ.OO individual member-
ship 
membership fee not stated 
membership fee not stated 
membership fee not stated 
~.?3. 00 annual dues -entire 
class 
126 
APPENDIX C 
APPENDIX C 
'rape Libraries 
American Printing House for the Blind, Inc. 
lBJC) Frankfort Avenue 
Louisville 6, Kentucky 
Audio-Visual Aids Library 
'l'he Pennsylvania State University 
State College, Pennsylvania 
Audio-Visual Aids Service 
Division of University Extension 
University of Illinois 
Chanpaign, Illinois 
Audio-Visual Bureau 
Extension Division 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Audio-Visual Bureau 
Hew Jersey State Department of Education 
Jersey and Lalor Streets 
Trenton 10, New Jersey 
Audio-Visual Center 
Division of College Extension 
Oklahor.m Ac;ricultural and I-.lechanical Colle13e 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Audio-Visual Center 
Nebraska University 
Line oln 8, Nebraska 
Audio-Visual Center 
University of Connecticut 
Storrs, Connecticut 
Audio-Visual Center 
Uni ver s it y of Ne v-r Hampshire 
Durhar:1, New P.camps hire 
Audio-Visual Education Center 
University of ~.lichigan 
4028 Administration Building 
Ann Arb or, Michigan 
Audio-Visual Service 
State Department of Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 
Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction 
Extension Division 
State University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Bureau of Teaching Materials 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Board of Education 
Richmond 16, Virginia 
Bureau of Visual Education 
Extension Division 
Un5_ vers ity of North Carolina 
Cl-:o.pel Hill, North Carolina 
Central Arizona Film Cooperative 
Arizona State College 
Tempe, Arizona 
DAVE 
7 7 00 B onhomme Road 
Clayton 5, Missouri 
Department of Audio-Visual Instruction 
National Education Association 
1201 16th Street, N. W. 
\'iashington 6, D. c. 
Division of Audio-Visual Aids 
State Department of Education 
Rhode Island College of Education 
Park and Hayes Streets 
Providence, Rhode Island 
Language Training Aids 
Language Center 
Boyds, lllar yland 
Kinnesota Tapes for Teaching Service 
Department of Education 
301 State Office Building 
St. Paul 1, Minnesota 
Missouri Tapes for Teaching Program 
Department of Audio-Visual Education 
7220 Waterman Avenue 
St. Louis 5, I!lissouri 
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• 
National Repository 
Audio-Visual Center 
Kent State University 
Kent, Ohio 
Oklahoma Tapes for Teaching 
Educational Materials Service 
Extension Division 
University of Oklahoma 
Nor~Rn, Oklahoma 
Oregon School of the Air 
Radio Station KOAC 
General Extension Division 
Oregon State System of Higher Education 
Corvallis, Oregon 
Radio House 
University of Texas 
Austin, Texas 
South Dakota School of the Air 
Tape Library 
Radio Station KUSD 
Vermillion, South Dakota 
Texas School of the Air and Tapes 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, Texas 
The Film Center 
University of Washington 
Seattle S, Washington 
The Office of Communications and Public Relations 
Massachusetts Department of Education 
200 Newbury Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 
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